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.Chapter 1

[ mputer Hardware

Wl t's Inside?

Chapter 1 provides an overview of computer equipment and terminology. You'll learn how computers
are classified and find out how personal computers fit into the gamut of machines ranging from PDAs
to supercomputers. You will review the basic components of a typical personal computer system and
take a look inside the system unit at the motherboard, processor, and memory. Then, you'll explore the
advantages and disadvantages of several computer storage devices. The chapter winds up with some
handy information about maintaining your computer and troubleshooting problems.
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Why do computers use multiple storage devices? 14
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