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There has always been an indissoluble bond between religion

and national security, which is determined by the very nature of reli-
gion. Religion and religious beliefs are often related to the core values
of a nation. Compared to general social ideas and secular values, they
are more durable and less flexible since the “political commitments
with divine sanction often brook no compromise. ” Religion and reli-
gious organizations also have features such as mass mobilization,
transnational connections as well as the power to relativize secular au-
thority and legitimate violence. Hence religious issues are more likely
to be deemed as national security issues or to be securitized. Since the
1970s, the global resurgence of religion, the politicization of reli-
gion, as well as the raging violent religious extremism, have posed a
severe challenge to national sovereignty and international order. The
impact of religion on national security has become an inevitable prob-
lem for the international community.

This study defines the concepts of *national security”, “reli-
gious security,” and “China’s religious security” as follows: *“na-
tional security” usually refers to the circumstances where a state is in

a situation which allows it to maintain its own existence, stability and
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development against internal and external security threats. “ Religious

security” is an important part of national security, meaning the sta-
bility of religious situation in a sovereign state is free from serious
threat both at home and abroad. “China’s religious security” means
that the religious affairs in China are conductive to maintain the unity
of the country, and that external forces do not constitute a serious
threat to China’s national sovereignty, political system and other core
interests in the religious sphere. In other words, “China’s religious se-
curity” refers to a relationship of “optimal coexistence” instead of
“dangerous confrontation” between different religions as well as be-
tween religion and China’s sovereignty, political ideology, social sys-
tem and other basic social actors.

A country’s religious security usually includes the following three
levels: (1) The survival of religion is subject to internal (e. g. other
religions, religious beliefs or actors) or external (e. g. state, tech-
nology, industrialization, modernization, etc. ) threats. (2) Con-
flicts between various religions cause threats to the country and their
own survival. (3) Religion and religious groups directly challenge
the authorities of the country and the government. These three levels
tend to interact with each other. For example, we can hardly imagine
that Political Islam and even the rise of religious extremism have noth-
ing to do with the West’s long-established policy of hegemonism, or
modernization led by the West and symbolized by Western
lifestyle. However, the development of Political Islam has in turn
posed serious threats to the system of international relations dominated
by the West and the national security of Western countries. Given that
states often use the name of national security to suppress religion, to
preserve religion’s own security or to remove states’ threats to religion
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ABSTRACT

is perhaps the security even more vulnerable and harder to expect. To
fully cover the relations and means of coexistence, cooperation and
confrontation among the above-mentioned three levels of interactions
makes the scope of this study too broad to manage. Therefore, based
on the traditional understanding, this study is to focus on the discus-
sion of the impact of religion on China’s national security.

The above-mentioned unidirectional focus, in fact, is also pres-
ent in the assessment of positive and negative impacts of religion on
national security. Because of historical background, social reality and
Communist ideology, such studies in China used to feature the nega-
tive impact of religion on China’s national security. Like the dual roles
of religion plays in the field of international relations, the “source of
unrest” and the “messenger of peace,” religion also serves as both a
“spoiler” and a “promoter” to national security. The relationship be-
tween religion and national security can be “ dangerous confronta-
tion,” “optimal coexistence” or “optimal interaction. ” For exam-
ple, in the United States, because of the role of “identity giver” re-
ligion plays in its history and also the separation of church and state
tradition, religious identity is not considered threatening. To put it dif-
ferently, it is a key feature of American social life that religious affili-
ation does not directly challenge the existing social structure. As the
incubator of civil consciousness and the foundation for social moral
constraints and political structures, such symbiotic, mutually reinfor-
cing relationship between religion and the state, society and popular
culture of America is sometimes referred to as * unconventional
partner. 7 Religion was even regarded as the “soul of the nation” re-
lated to the fundamental national interests and direction of the United

States as a country. In recent years, based on “democratic peace the-
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ory,” a “religious freedom peace theory” has been developed in the

US, arguing for combating religious extremism and terrorism by *pro-
moting religious freedom,” which maximizes in theory if not in prac-
tice the positive effect of religion on US national security.

In recent years, China’s religious policy has also been in gradual
transition, from focusing on the ideological characteristics of religion
( confrontation with the dominating political ideology) to emphasizing
the social function of religion (making it more adaptable to the socie-
ty) . Religious relations is considered one of the five relations (inter-
party relations, ethnic relations, religious relations, social stratum
relations and relations between domestic and overseas Chinese) that
need to be properly coordinated and processed by the govern-
ment. Religious harmony is not only seen as an important factor and
criterion in building a * harmonious society,” but also as a higher
pursuit in managing the church-state relations. In such changing cir-
cumstances and context it should become an important aspect for the
studies on religion and national security in China to pay more attention
to the positive effect of religion on China’s national security and foreign
relations with the hope to achieve an “optimal interaction” between
religion and China’s national security.

This study is composed of three sections and 11 chapters.

The first section is entitled Theory and Policy of Religious Securi-
ty, which includes 3 chapters dealing with the various theoretical as-
pects of the study on religion and international/national security, es-
pecially on how national security considerations influence China’s reli-
gious policy.

The second section is entitled Contemporary Development of Reli-
gious Security, which includes 5 chapters examining respectively the
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on-line religious communication, religious terrorism, international re-
ligious non-government organizations, Christian missionary move-
ments, and the Cross-Strait religious relations from the perspective of
China’s national security.

The third section is entitled Religion and China’s External Strate-
gy, which includes 3 chapters exploring the positive effects of China’s
religions and religious groups on the country’s geo-religious surround-

ings, external relations, public diplomacy and go-global strategy.



