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Who have created history, heroes or common folks? Historians have given us different
explanations about this. However, Whoever it is, both heroes and common folks are the co—
makers of history. They either stand ahead leading the trend or join in the torrent to form the
trend. Heroes make vigorous efforts to turn the tables while common folks support the nation
in time of crisis. Therefore, they are not distinct by status. On the contrary, they are both es—
sential to each other in the development of history.

The reason why some people become heroes is that they orient the course towards the
bright future with their insights and strategies, so that they become famous and great. While
common folks bring about the success of the great cause with their joint efforts and united
will just like the little streams that trickle into the sea so that they can carry or overturn the
boat. In this sense, they become even greater than heroes.

History needs heroes. But the bright points of history are usually marked with magnifi—
cent feats made by unimportant persons, so that common folks can also compose epics.

Seventy years ago, a pedler in South Asia demonstrated his loyalty to the motherland by
selling his son to raise money for supporting the cause of fighting against the Japanese Inva—
sion. This man became the model among overseas Chinese who shared the common fate
with their nation. He is worthy of being remembered for ever. This common pedler is
named Chiang Chew Qing. He and his wife, Choong Chui Hup, were both from the bot—
tom of the society, but with the sense of patriotism embodied in their magnificent feat they
touched the soul of heaven and man and received the respect from hundred upon thousand
of people. Praises for their magnificent feat are still on the lips of people today, which proves
that Chiang Chew Qing really deserves to be called " the first man of the overseas Chi—
nese

Then, what kind of man is the pedler Chiang Chew Qing ? Let us come through the
tunnel of time and walk close to this respected and genial common folk from whom we can

also have an insight into the soul of a nation.
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* Genealogy of Zheng Clan in
Xingyang during the reign of
the Emperor Guangxu. Zheng
Qingsi is the original ancestor of
the Zheng family in the Village
of Xukeng, Xinhui.
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In the year 1904 (also the 30th year of the reign of Emperor Guangxu, Qing Dy—
nasty) , Chiang Chew Qing (His Chinese name is Zheng Chaojiong) was born in a poor
farmer’s family at the Village of Xukeng, Liantang (now called "Wuhe”) Community, Daze
Town, Xinhui County, Guangdong province.

The Zheng family’s ancestral home was in Fujian Province. According to the "Genealo—
gy of Zheng Clan in Xingyang" in Qing Dynasty, in 1273 (also the 9th year of the reign of
Emperor Xianchun, Song Dynasty) , the brothers of the 64th generation of the clan, named
Zheng Qingxi, Zheng Qingsou, Zheng Qinglian, Zheng Qingsi, Zheng Qinghuai, and
Zheng Qingzhou, immigrated to The Pearl River Delta in Guangdong. They went across the
Xijiang River and settled down scatteredly in Xinhui, Taishan and Enping. Among them,
Zheng Qingsi, the fourth brother, settled himself down in Daze Town of Xinhui. Therefore
he became the original ancestor of the Zheng Family migrating to Liantang Community.

At the time when Zheng Qingsi settled down, the area around Daze was under the geo—
graphic development of forming the alluvial plain along the north bank of the Tanjiang Riv—
er. Swamps were everywhere, so the area got its name as "Daze" , meaning "the large
marshland" . As there were more waters than lands, the land resources were limited for rice
growing, and the conditions for agricultural production were far from good, thus there were
few inhabitants in this area except for few and scattered villages formed by explorers who
were not afraid of hardship like the Zheng Family. So to speak, the Zheng Family chose the

place to settle down at a big risk. However, they were one of the earliest families to exploit

the area.
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* The Village of Xukeng at pre-
sent. (photos in the book not
marked with the provider are
all taken and provided by

Zhang Guoxiong)
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The alluvial plain in the Tanjiang River Area continued to develop throughout the

Yuan and Ming Dynasties and in the north bank the plain and hills were connecting together
successively, which brought about the great improvement for agricultural production. Along
with the agricultural exploration the number of settlements increased. In the early period of
Ming Dynasty, Families like Huang, Zeng, and He came successively into the area, providing
new laborers for the agriculture exploration. They, together with the earlier coming Zheng
Family, became the co—explorers in Daze area. They endured great hardship, experiencing
hardworking, living and breeding in his area. With the develpment of handicraft and com—
merce, the country trade prevailed in the area, so the commercial fair was formed.

The agriculture of Daze was developed rapidly in Qing Dynasty. Therefore, Daze was
not only Xinhui’s grain production area, it also became the sugarcane production area. The
production of fruits like orange, tangerine and banana became the side trade of the farmers.
By this time Daze had been grown from a country fair into a town. The town of Daze was
situated in such surroundings: to the north were small hills; to the south was the Tanjiang
River; to the east was the county set; and to the northeast was the town of Gonghe of Hes—
han County. The terrain 1s slopihg from north to south.

Liantang Community where the Zheng Family lives and multiplies 1s in the east of
Daze Township. In the 1930s and 1940s, the thieves and bandits ran wild, harassing the life
of the villagers by robbing and stealing. For the sake of safety, five villages of the community,
namely Xukeng, Jinggang, Leilong, Julong and Liyuan, jointed together against the thieves
and bandits, and set up "The Joint Defense Office of Five villages" which was shortly called
"Wuhe"(the Jointed Five) . Because of this, the name "Liantang Community" was gradually

evolved into "Wuhe Community" which has been popular till now.
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* The grave of the parents of
Chiang Chew Qing is still in
Xukeng, and at every year's
Qing Ming Festival the dece-
dents of Zheng Clan come to
pay tribute to their ancestors.
In 2014, Chiang Chua Sam
came back to the hometown to
visit the grave site on behalf of
his kinfolks in Singapore.




Of Xinhui, Daze has been a particular place where many people used to immigrate to
other countries. In the Ming and Qing dynasties when the grain production couldn’t catch
up with the increase of population, there used to be young and strong men sailing down the
Tanjiang River towards the South Asian countries for earning their living. After the Opium
War, "going over to the South Asia" even became the fashion. It was then the first choice
for the young and the strong men to go overseas to earn their living, and with their earning
to support the family, to improve the family condition, and to maintain the growth of the
family. The overseas Chinese are usually distributed in the Southeast Asian countries like
Singapore, Philippines, Malaysia, and Thailand, and in America and Canada. But in Hong
Kong and Macau the number of the country fellows from Daze is larger than the number of
overseas Chinese from Daze. Because of this, Daze becomes the Qiaoxiang of Xinhui.

Until the reign of Emperor Guangxu in Late Qing Dynasty, the Zheng Family had be—
come prosperous, giving birth to the 31st generation to which Chiang Chew Qing (Zheng

Chaojiong) belonged, meanwhile he was also the son of an overseas Chinese family.

* The former residence rebuilt
by Choong Chui Hup in 1988

when she came back to the

hometown has become the
"root” for the younger genera-
tions to go back to pay their
tribute.
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* Objects of Chiang Chew Qing
kept in the ancestral house at

the Village of Xukeng
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Shared hatred from both the nation and the family



