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Abstract

This paper studies China central region farmers’ welfare. Based on the existing
research findings of basic theory like welfare theory, Welfare inspection standard,
welfare measure and the welfare level — influence to farmers of the welfare system,
and through the analysis of the current farmers’ welfare situation in central China.
The paper, which consists of seven chapters, makes measurement and comparison of
farmers’ social and personal welfare level in provinces of central China as well as ana-
lyzes its problems with policies and suggestions for its good management and improve-
ment raised.

As a large agricultural country, issues of agriculture, farmer and rural area
have become a main obstacle that has restricted China’s marching towards a modern
power. Improving farmers’ welfare, related to social stability, is an important founda-
tion of the construction of new countryside, and set up an important part of the har-
monious society. The crucial problems at present are the expanding gap between urban
and rural area, the regional imbalance in economic development, and growing gap
between the rich and poor, which are seriously restricting Chinas sustained economic
development and social stability. In view of such national conditions, China has suc-
cessively implemented various strategies, including encouraging faster development of
the eastern area, developing western area, revitalizing old industrial bases in the
northeast and other regions and promoting the rise of the central area. The research of
problems in central China, which is of great significance for the balance and sustain-
able growth of our country’s economy as an important agricultural production base,
provides reference for the implementation of “promoting the rise of the central area”

strategy. As an agricultural concentration zone nationwide with a relatively substantial
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promotion of its town and industry, it becomes an important sign of its growth to im-
prove farmers’ welfare. Such kind of researches made by the domestic academic circle
is mainly in the perspective of the whole country rather than of areas. Therefore, it’s
of great theoretical and practical significance by making overall measurement and re-
search about farmers’ welfare in central provinces, taking into accounting both their
personal and social welfare.

This paper applies the documentary research method to review the relevant basic
theory; it makes quantitative analysis of the development and current situation of
peasants’ welfare from six aspects, including social insurance and assistance, medi-
cal treatment, education, housing, employment security as well as infrastructure
construction ; through the questionnaire survey, it conducts an empirical research of
welfare development in the central area by adopting an analytical approach of fuzzy
mathematics; it employs some scientific research methods such as an integration of
both macroscopic and microscopic study, comparative analysis, normative
analysis, etc.

The research covers the following relevant basic theories: welfare, welfare in-
spection standard and welfare measure. Theoretical basis is the welfare level — influ-
ence to farmers of the welfare system.

The welfare of the peasants studied in this paper, refers to all the benefits of the
project that farmers can enjoy in a certain period, not only including the social wel-
fare from the state and society but also including the personal benefits from family and
individual. Among them, the specific items of rural social welfare, including social
insurance and social assistance, medical, education, housing, employment and in-
frastructure construction. Corresponding with social welfare, personal welfare refers to
welfare projects that every citizen can be benefited based on his actual conditions. It is
observed in this paper mainly from four aspects, the per — capita net income of rural
households, the per — capital living space, the number of household agricultural ma-
chinery and the educational level of farmers included.

During the development of Chinese farmers’ welfare, it is faced with many prob-

lems within which the problem as a whole is mainly; (DRural welfare fund investment
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is not enough , and the welfare projects development is slow. @Rural welfare cover-
age is narrow, and the contradiction between supply and demand is sharp. 3)The
construction of the social welfare subject is not sound. @ Rural welfare management
does not reach the designated position. In addition to the above issues, there are
some problems of rural endowment insurance in the central provinces that are ob-
served from welfare projects; (DSmall coverage, low level, covering object defects.
@Fund raising impeded. @)Propaganda is not enough. @Fund is difficult to maintain
and increase their value. (3)The lack of legal protection, the maneuverability is not
strong. (6)Management system has holes. The problems of rural medical insurance and
welfare are: (D Defects in the mode of “Comprehensive arrangement for serious dis-
ease” (2) Unreasonable setting of minimum paying line and compensation proportion
as well as a complex procedure of applying for reimbursement in different places.
(@Unscientific management and supervision @ Limited medical conditions of medical
institutions that can’t meet farmers’ actual needs. (5) A lack of standards for medical
behavior of medical institutions. Of rural social assistance welfare aspects of the prob-
lem is; (DLack of social relief legal system. (2)Single source of funding for social
assistance. (3) Relief and rescue object management standard is not reasonable.
(@Management concept is misaligned, low quality of staff. (5)Management institution
confusion, information construction lag behind. (6Lackof effective supervision. The
rural education welfare aspects of the problem is; (DRural compulsory education seri-
ously insufficient investment. (2)The attention to the special group of rural compulsory
education object is not enough. 3)The rural vocational education fund recently lack,
professional setting not reasonable, teachers lack, quality is low, vocational school
education and vocational training separation. 4)Rural adult education in the process of
the development of national education resources and insufficient investment in educa-
tion resources into area differences, education resources to bad management. Rural
housing welfare aspects of the problem is: (DRural residents housing conditions not
balanced. @)Cultivated land resources waste. @)Lack of unified planning. @) Housing
technology content is low, led to lower quality housing, housing short life. Rural em-

ployment welfare aspects of the problem is: () Their labor time long, bad working
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conditions, salary is not seasonable, labor rights and lose the protection, employ-
ment ability is not high. @Farmers’ quality is low, obtain employment difficult, and
the lack of a vocational training and employment guidance, The labor market mecha-
nism imperfect, find a place for relatively single method. The rural infrastructure con-
struction welfare aspects of the problem is: (DlInsufficient capital investment, the o-
verall level of rural infrastructure behind. @Lack of overall planning, construction of
arbitrary. (®Heavy construction, light management; unreasonable structure.
Household is taken as the research object in this paper to conduct an empirical
study on rural residents’ welfare level in central areas. On the basis of Sen’s Function
and Capacity Welfare Theory, it presents the composition of rural residents’ welfare
which contains indicators in economy, living conditions, social insurance, environ-
mental aspect, infrastructure, development space as well as physical and psychologi-
cal health in this paper. The data applied in this paper is obtained through question-
naire survey which consists of eight aspects, covering basic information, economic
position, housing conditions, social insurance, natural environment, social envi-
ronment, development space as well as physical and psychological health. A ques-
tionnaire survey on typical sample, involving farmers in 18 cities and counties, 42
towns and 163 villages which belong to six provinces in central China, is
made. Based on the research, the values of those farmers’ welfare level in all aspects
is calculated by means of fuzzy mathematics, from which we can see that farmers’
welfare has seen its natural and social environment as well as physical and psychologi-
cal health in good conditions, while its living conditions, social insurance and devel-
opment space in worse conditions, in addition, its economic position below medium
level. Broadly speaking, with a final general fuzzy exponent of 0.345 which is less
than 0. 5, it indicates an relatively lower level of rural farmers’ overall welfare in that
area. Moreover, the fuzzy evaluations of seven functions comprising farmers’ welfare
in sequence are: natural environment, social environment, physical and psychologi-
cal health, economic position, living conditions, development space and social in-

surance.

Through the above qualitative and quantitative analysis, it can be concluded
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that the policy of improving farmers’ welfare level in central areas contains the follow-
ing three parts: firstly, make sure of the development direction of farmers’ welfare
projects and of the rationality of its principle; secondly, establish the development
goal in a scientific way; thirdly, make improvement and perfection in the legal sys-
tem, the policy environment, the construction of the welfare system, the fund as
well as the supervision and management of the welfare project in rural areas.

According to the research, the basic conclusions obtained in this paper are as
follows ;

(1) The farmers” welfare is made up by their social and personal welfare.

(2) The general level of farmers’ welfare in central China is comparatively lower.

(3) The welfare level for farmers in central provinces is of dissimilarity.

(4) On the basis of the five aspects-legal system, policy environment, fund,
the construction of welfare system as well as the supervision and management, the
policies of improving the general level of farmers’ welfare should be formulated in line

with the actual situation in those provinces.

Keywords: the central region; farmers; welfare; welfare system; welfare level
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