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Preface

During the long process of human history of several
thousand years,nude art,as a kind of culture,occupies a
particular place in art history.It belongs to an aesthetic genre
of representing life, and it is also a medium for conveying
feelings and expressing emotions.From the nudes of 20,000
years ago in Lascaux Caves in France to the time of ancient
Greece when nude art was at its best, from the Renaissance to
the modern art of the 20th century, artists through the ages
have created numerous exquisite works of nude art,which
deserve to be called the brilliant pearls of human culture.The
humanistic aestheticians hold the view that portraying human
figure for an artist is to sing the praises of life, to explore the
purpose of human existance,and to reappraise the value of life;
nude art is a bright mirror which reflects man ' s own soul.

Nude is beautiful not only for its form,color,lines and
postures,but also for the spirit it embodies. Rodin once said:“It
is not the nude's external beauty but its internal radiance
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which makes it look glittering and translucent that wins our
admiration”Comrade Wu Xiansheng has been devoting himself
to nude art for years and, as an outstanding nude artist, he is
has done quite a few fine works of nudity. he is expert in
blending the charms of the lines and brushwork of the
traditional chinese art with the magnificent color schemes of
the western painting to model figures. Combining realistic
rendering with free sketch in a style of his own, he has
successfully created an entirely new artistic realm I am
gratified with his achievements and I an pleased to write this
preface for his album on the occasion of its publication.

Xiao Feng
President of the National

Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts
Hangzhou
March,1992
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