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Abstract

The competition between physis and nomos is an old theme in the
history of philosophy. However, reinterpretation of this is not to do his-
toric research, but to understand the relation between Being and Order.
Physis represents the force to start and develop, whereas nomos repre-
sents the force to keep and stabilize. Only when we don’t observe from
the perspective of Metaphysics, but from the perspective of practical
philosophy, could we grasp the endless live change between physis and
nomos.

In this book I will discuss on the ancient Greek political philosophy,
focusing on the competition between physis and nomos. There are four pe-
riods to be divided: period of myth-epic in archaic Greece, period of pre-
Socrates in early classical Greece, period of Socrates-Plato-Aristotle in
splendid classical Greece and period of Hellenism with respect to Epicu-
rean. Although every period has different backgrounds, the competition be-
tween physis and nomos points out its substance—competition between
Ancient and Modern. Only we eliminate prejudice to nomos out of mod-
ern philosophy and prejudice to physis out of modern conventionism,
can we grasp the comprehensive Being and the complementation be-
tween Ancient and Modern.

In my opinion, the competition between physis and nomos in the

pre-Socrates world is live and harmonious, and become conflicting and
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antithesis at the beginning of the Sophists with the rise of Athenian en-
lightenment. From the perspective of political history, Thucydides has
described the tension and complex vitality of human world. In order to
save polis, Plato has founded a new belief on soul beyond polis and put
this into the nomos of polis. Carrying on Plato’s achievement, Aristotle
has put forwarded an excellent nature law, which could possibly lead to
harmony between heaven, person and polis. However, Aristotle couldn’t
get through phronesis, sophos and nous , because he has always stick to
omnipotence of nous. With the decline of polis, Epicurean has replaced
classic political virtue with an intrinsic and individual happiness. Not
only is Epicurean considered as the greatest Greek philosopher of En-
lightenment, but also as the true beginner of modernity.

The conclusion of my book lies in, that the endless live change between
physis and nomos is full of practical wisdom on the issue of Ancient and
Modern, which has similarity to Chinese political philosophy of pre-Qin
period. However, the tradition of Enlightenment, which originated
from the Sophists and developed by Socrates, represents not the live
competition between physis and nomos. The history of modern political
philosophy consists in Enlightenment and anti-Enlightenment, the
antithesis between physis and nomos. In so far as Chinese thinkers ob-
serve from the perspective of Ancient and Modern, Chinese and West,
could they not be bounded to modernity and reinterpret the tradition of

ancient Greek and ancient China.
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