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President Obama’s Statement on
Bin Laden’s Death

Good evening. Tonight. I can report to the American people and to the world that the
United States has conducted an operation that killed Osama bin Laden', the leader of al
Qaeda®, and a terrorist who’s responsible for the murder of thousands of innocent men,

women. and children.

It was nearly 10 years ago that a bright September day was darkened by the worst attack on
the American people in our history. The images of 9/11 are seared into our national memory—
hijacked planes cutting through a cloudless September sky; the Twin Towers® collapsing to the
ground; black smoke billowing up from the Pentagon'; the wreckage of Flight 93° in
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, where the actions of heroic citizens saved even more heartbreak and

destruction.

And yet we know that the worst images are those that were unseen to the world. The
empty seat at the dinner table. Children who were forced to grow up without their mother or
their father. Parents who would never know the feeling of their child’s embrace. Nearly 3,000

citizens taken from us, leaving a gaping hole in our hearts.

On September 11, 2001, in our time of grief. the American people came together. On that
day, no matter where we came from. what God we prayed to, or what race or ethnicity we

were, we were united as one American family.

We were also united in our resolve to protect our nation and to bring those who committed
this vicious attack to justice. We quickly learned that the 9/11 attacks were carried out by al
Qaeda—an organization headed by Osama bin Laden, which had openly declared war on the

United States and was committed to killing innocents in our country and around the globe.

Over the last 10 years, thanks to the tireless and heroic work of our military and our
counterterrorism professionals, we've made great strides in that effort. We’ve disrupted
terrorist attacks and strengthened our homeland defense. In Afghanistan, we removed the
Taliban government, which had given bin Laden and al Qaeda safe haven and support. And
around the globe, we worked with our friends and allies to capture or kill scores of al Qaeda

terrorists, including several who were a part of the 9/11 plot.
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Yet Osama bin Laden avoided capture and escaped across the Afghan border into Pakistan.
Meanwhile, al Qaeda continued to operate from along that border and operate through its

affiliates across the world.

And so shortly after taking office, I directed Leon Panetta, the director of the CIA, to
make the killing or capture of bin Laden the top priority of our war against al Qaeda, even as

we continued our broader efforts to disrupt, dismantle, and defeat his network.

Then. last August, after years of painstaking work by our intelligence community, I was
briefed on a possible lead to bin Laden. I met repeatedly with my national security team as we
developed more information about the possibility that we had located bin Laden hiding within a
compound deep inside of Pakistan. And finally, last week, I determined that we had enough
intelligence to take action, and authorized an operation to get Osama bin Laden and bring him

to justice.

Today, at my direction, the United States launched a targeted operation against that
compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan. A small team of Americans carried out the operation with
extraordinary courage and capability. No Americans were harmed. They took care to avoid
civilian casualties. After a firefight, they killed Osama bin Laden and took custody of his body.

For over two decades. bin Laden has been al Qaeda’s leader and symbol, and has continued
to plot attacks against our country and our friends and allies. The death of bin Laden marks the

most significant achievement to date in our nation’s effort to defeat al Qaeda.

Yet his death does not mark the end of our effort. There’s no doubt that al Qaeda will
continue to pursue attacks against us. We must—and we will—remain vigilant at home and

abroad.

As we do, we must also reaffirm that the United States is not—and never will be—at war
with Islam. I’ve made clear, just as President Bush did shortly after 9/11, that our war is not
against Islam. Bin Laden was not a Muslim leader; he was a mass murderer of Muslims.

Indeed, al Qaeda has slaughtered scores of Muslims in many countries, including our own.

Tonight, I called President Zardari. and my team has also spoken with their Pakistani
counterparts. They agree that this is a good and historic day for both of our nations. And going
forward, it is essential that Pakistan continue to join us in the fight against al Qaeda and its

affiliates.

The American people did not choose this fight. It came to our shores, and started with the
senseless slaughter of our citizens. After nearly 10 years of service, struggle, and sacrifice, we
know well the costs of war. These efforts weigh on me every time. I, as Commander-in-Chief.
have to sign a letter to a family that has lost a loved one, or look into the eyes of a service

member who’s been gravely wounded.

So Americans understand the costs of war. Yet as a country, we will never tolerate our
security being threatened. nor stand idly by when our people have been killed. We will be
relentless in defense of our citizens and our friends and allies. We will be true to the values that
make us who we are. And on nights like this one, we can say to those families who have lost
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loved ones to al Qaeda’s terror: Justice has been done.

17 Tonight, we give thanks to the countless intelligence and counterterrorism professionals
who’ve worked tirelessly to achieve this outcome. The American people do not see their work,
nor know their names. But tonight. they feel the satisfaction of their work and the result of

their pursuit of justice.

18 We give thanks for the men who carried out this operation, for they exemplify the
professionalism, patriotism, and unparalleled courage of those who serve our country. And
they are part of a generation that has borne the heaviest share of the burden since that

September day.

19 Finally, let me say to the families who lost loved ones on 9/11 that we have never forgotten
your loss, nor wavered in our commitment to see that we do whatever it takes to prevent another

attack on our shores.

20 And tonight, let us think back to the sense of unity that prevailed on 9/11. I know that it
has. at times. frayed. Yet today’s achievement is a testament to the greatness of our country

and the determination of the American people.

21 The cause of securing our country is not complete. But tonight, we are once again
reminded that America can do whatever we set our mind to. That is the story of our history,
whether it’s the pursuit of prosperity for our people. or the struggle for equality for all our

citizens; our commitment to stand up for our values abroad, and our sacrifices to make the

world a safer place.

22 Let us remember that we can do these things not just because of wealth or power, but
because of who we are: one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

23 Thank you. May God bless you. And may God bless the United States of America. (1,265

words)

sear /sio/ V. make very hot and dry, become burned, cause to wither Af#-«---- i
EX X SV E

hijack /'haidzek/ v. take control of a plane or other vehicles by force ##F

collapse /ko'leeps/ v. break down,fall apart & i , 438

vicious /'vifas/ adj. evil; done with evil intent Z 449, B A4

stride /straid/ n. a step in walking or running. significant progress X ¥ .i8¥

disrupt /dis'rapt/ v. throw into disorder 1% :%L.1% K f#

capture /'keeptfa/ v. succeed in catching or seizing, esp. after a chase 1%3k.443

affiliate /o'filiert/ n. an organization which is officially connected with another

larger organization or is a member of it K /& &k, 5 ALty
dismantle /dis'meentl/ v. take apart or tear down A ; & 4 34l
custody /'kastadi/ n. holding by the police, a state of being confined ¥ &, # 3%
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vigilant /'vidzi1(a)nt/ adj. carefully observant or attentive %544, % i€ 69

slaughter /'slota/ v. kill a large number of people indiscriminately X &

exemplify /1g'zemplifai/ v. clarify by giving an example of #]iE,#] &

waver /'werva/ v. move back and forth, sway 3%3%,3)4%

prevail /pri'veil/ v. be large in number. quantity. power. status or importance i
17 BAT; SRH

fray /frei/ v. worn by rubbing B4

bring to justice arrest someone for a crime and ensure that they are tried in
court #ZDI¥:

take office assume an office, duty or title FRER, B, 244X

weigh on be oppressive or disheartening to B JE T . {# ¥

1. Osama bin Laden: the founder of al-Qaeda. the militant extremist organization that claimed
responsibility for the September 11 attacks on the U. S., along with numerous other mass-
casualty attack against civilian and military targets.

K TR AR AL N ERN ZALHANRLRAWAL RRFLHRT 911 AR H T
T HERMPFRAEZEFHRMRE.

2. AL - Qaeda:a global militant Islamist and takfiri organization founded by Osama bin Laden and
several other militants in 1988.

T4 fh 35 , & h“Base” B MM R, R F 1988 £, i & « U B, st A B R E M E T
B R BEAT e 7 B0 G

3. Twin Towers: The World Trade Center is a complex of buildings, featuring landmark twin

towers, which were destroyed in the September 11 attacks of 2001.
£EXTHE AHHFT T CHFEERE  RAANGFEERA Ll EH+H 3| R EE A,

4. The Pentagon: The Pentagon is the headquarters of the Unites States Department of Defense,
located in Arlington County, Virginia. On September 11, 2001, exactly sixty years after the
building’s groundbreaking, American Airlines Flight 77 was hijacked and flown into the Western
side of the building. killing 189 people.

HAAR XEEERAAS L THFREMNNFRAGE., 2001 £9 A 11 H,ZBEK 60 £
B RBEMBEAR TT T AIEE B B FHH 0 0 EAABGEN, R 189 AT,

5. Flight 93: United Airlines Flight 93 was a passenger flight which was hijacked by al-Qaeda on
September 11, 2001, as part of the September 11 attacks. After the hijackers took control of the
plane, several passengers and flight attendants fought the hijackers in an attempt to gain control
of the aircraft. During the attempt, however, the plane crashed into a mine in Pennsylvania. A
temporary memorial has stood on the site since the attacks. The first phase of construction of the
permanent Flight 93 National Memorial at the crash site was dedicated on September 10, 2011.

MM BHF ATHAKRET LEANRK  HAK S FHHEN BAMEER S REMINLAR
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I. Questions for comprehension

1,
2. What is President Obama’s attitude to Islam and Pakistan respectively?

3. What tone did President Obama hold when he made this speech?

4.

5. Do you think President Obama will be warmly welcomed and supported? What's the purpose of

Collect facts and the details in 9/11 terrorist attack.

What'’s the Americans’ opinion of war in President Obama’s speech?

this speech?

II. Vocabulary and structure
A. Choose the definition from Column B that matches each word or phrase in Column A.

A B
1. collapse a. evil
2. prevail b. watchful
3. vicious c. mixture
4. dismantle d. surge
5. vigilant e. associate
6. compound f. triumph
7. billow g. extraordinary
8. grief h. fall
9. affiliate i. demolish
10. unparalleled j- heartbreak

. Choose the synonyms of the underlined words.

1. Some people seem to thrive on the pressure of working under a deadline.
A. render B. evolve C. prevail D. succeed

2. Around 1910, two major schools of experimental psychology began to develop simultaneously.

A. at the same time B. in a like manner
C. confidently D. unexpectedly
3. We are obliged to the teaching staff here for their academic guidance and profound
influence.
A. committed B. compelled C. grateful D. respectful

4. The dogs are vigilant, always on the look-out for intruders.
A. alert B. cheerful C. irritated D. loyal
Faced with this grim situation, top executives of this company are trying to find quick

a1

solutions.
A. unexpected B. undesirable C. comforting D. grave
6. While they were away on vacation, they allowed their mail to accumulate at the post office.

A. be delivered B. pile up C. get lost D. be returned
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7.

8.

They voted to abolish the office of second vice-president.

A. decorate B. discriminate C. improve D. eliminate
In the first five years of reform. the country’s GDP soared by almost 40%.
A. suffered B. increased C. sacrificed D. inclined

II1. Translation
A. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

i

Over the last 10 years, thanks to the tireless and heroic work of our military and our
counterterrorism professionals, we’ve made great strides in that effort.

And so shortly after taking office. I directed Leon Panetta, the director of the CIA, to
make the killing or capture of bin Laden the top priority of our war against al Qaeda,
even as we continued our broader efforts to disrupt, dismantle. and defeat his network.
I met repeatedly with my national security team as we developed more information about
the possibility that we had located bin Laden hiding within a compound deep inside of
Pakistan.

The American people did not choose this fight. It came to our shores, and started with
the senseless slaughter of our citizens.

Yet as a country, we will never tolerate our security being threatened, nor stand idly by
when our people have been killed. We will be relentless in defense of our citizens and our

friends and allies.

B. Translate the following sentences into English, using the words or phrases in the brackets.

|
2.

3

4.
5.

BRI R R AR 1 A2 BN A IR . (bring. . . to justice)
KA ARG PR F It BB . (sear)

X RAEFAIHEMEAE T 3h4% . (waver in)

AUEGHIEARASAE A — A E RS EEEEINN AL L. (weigh on)
WHRERASR LIS TEX. (custody)



"

¥ Ot 2

Culture and Business!

Stuart Diamond

Let’s look at an example that involves a business situation. one that has occurred several
times with my students. It demonstrates the kind of incremental steps and role reversal® necessary

to bridge cultural gaps.

You are a smart female graduate of a business school. You have accepted a job as an
associate in the Tokyo office of a major international consulting firm based in the United
States. It’s a two-year assignment. You've been to Japan on various trips and speak Japanese

pretty well from your studies and visits.

You are assigned to be the main contact with a traditional Japanese manufacturing
company. Management and the board of directors® are all male and very conservative. They
will have nothing to do with you as a consultant. They go around you constantly to your boss, a
man. Or they treat you like a secretary. A 2010 report by the World Economic Forum' said
women occupy just 24 percent of company jobs in Japan, second lowest only to India with 23
percent, among the twenty-seven major countries studied. And very, very few women are
permitted into the corporate suite. Many women in the Japanese workforce do clerical tasks

like serving tea: they are called O.L.’s, or “Office Ladies”.

Your choices are either to mark time in the office for two years, returning to the United
States with your career having advanced very little, or to do something about it, and shine. If
you use the right negotiation tools. it will take about six months for you to become a full-fledged

consultant, respected by the Japanese company.

Let’s first consider how a traditional, all-male Japanese management views a young. bright
foreign woman in their midst, inserted as an advisor and essentially as an equal. The word that
comes to mind is threat. Let’s spell this out. A threat to the established order. A threat to a
thousand years of history. A threat to the cohesion of society. A threat to tradition. To them, it
could casily suggest a break-up of the family.

So getting inside their heads is critically important. You may not like how this kind of

inquiry makes some Japanese males recoil. But we're here to deal with the real world.

Of course, their perceptions and their feelings are just where we start our process of changing



