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The official name of Britain is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, which is shortened to the UK. It is made up of four
constituent parts: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, plus a
large number of big and small coastal islands. The total area of the country is
244,100 square kilometers. Britain is situated in Northwestern Europe and is
separated from the European continent by the North Sea, the Strait of Dover
and the English Channel. It is an insular country, the coastline of which runs
12,429 kilometers. To the west of it lies the Atlantic Ocean, across and

beyond it is America.

British Isles lie off continental Europe. The largest of the islands is Great
Britain which consists of England, Scotland and Wales. The next largest
comprises the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland which belongs to the
UK. The landscape of the country is quite varied, ranging from the hills and
mountains in Scotland and Wales to the flatland in England.

England is the largest, most populous and wealthiest country in the UK.
It is predominately made up of flatlands which are mainly in the east and the
south. So the country is sometimes called the lowland Zone.

The Pennines is a kind of upland, forming the backbone of England,
extending from the Scottish border almost as far south as Birmingham. The
Lake District, well-known for its unique lakes, is situated on the western side
of the Pennines. It consists of a crude radial arrangement of lakes set
spectacular U-shaped valley among jagged mountains.

Because of its beautiful lakes and misty hills, the area has the finest

scenery in Britain. It is also well-known in the history of English literature as
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south of England and London, the capital of England. This is also the reason

why it is the most important river in the country.
Scotland

Scotland is mainly mountainous. It is dominated by the Southern Uplands,
the Central Lowlands and the North West Highlands. The Southern Uplands
present a view of moorland country covered with small trees and grass. Lying
to the south of the Highlands of Scotland is a valley that forms the Central
Lowland, also known as the Middle Valley.

The area is hilly and rolling, in which there are two principal cities:
Edinburg and Glasgow. Glasgow is the largest city in Scotland. The Northern
Highland takes up half Scotland. The Highlands include many great mountain
chains in the northern part, with a general downward tilt from west to east.
Ben Nevis, with an elevation of 1,343 meters, is the highest point here as well
as in Britain. In Scotland the most important rivers are the Clyde and the

Forth, which are joined by a canal.
wales

Wales takes up less than 9% of the whole island. Similar to Scotland,
Wales is mostly mountainous. Most of Wales is occupied with Welsh Massif,
an upland containing the Cambrian Mountains and descending into England.
The highest peak in Wales, Mt. Snowdon rises to 1,085 meters above sea
level. The capital of the country is Cardiff, a port city.

Northern lreland

Not far across from Scottish coast is Northern Ireland, the smallest among
the four nations in Britain. The capital of the country is Belfast, an industrial
city. The country consists of hilly highlands similar to those of Scotland.
Lough Neagh, the largest lake both in Northern Ireland and British Isles, can
be found in the centre of the valley. In the north, a broad plateau, leads to the
splendid north coast where the Giant’s Causeway can be seen near suburb of
Belfast. Giant’s Causeway, formed sixty million years ago, is a stretch of

basaltic rock pillars weathered to different heights and presenting a stepped
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surface on the north coast of Northern Ireland, 37,000 columns formed by

cooling lava.

Giant's Causeway

1.3 Climate and Weather

Although Britain has a latitude between 50° and 60° North and is as close
to the North Pole as eastern Siberia, its climate is much warmer than it should
be for such high latitude and much milder than that of places at similar
latitude, Alaska in the United States, and Heilongjiang Province in China.
The United Kingdom enjoys a very mild climate due to the North Atlantic Drift
which is a continuation of a warm current that flows from the Straits of Florida
in a generally northeastern direction. It flows past Britain and the various
rivers carry the warm water inland. This makes the climate warmer in the
winter and cooler in the summer than countries at the same latitude. Generally
speaking, Britain enjoys a maritime type of climate: changeable, unpredictable
and rainy,

The weather is so changeable that even the most reliable English weather
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