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Get Your Kicks on Route 66
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O The idea for Route 66 started in Oklahoma. Citizens there

FHW  wanted to link their state with states to the east and west. By
the 1920s, federal officials wanted to connect state roads to provide a
shorter, faster way across the country. So a plan was developed to
connect existing state roads into one long national highway.
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O United States Highway 66 was established on November 11,

fEHWT  1926. It was one of. the first federal highways. It crossed eight
states. It was 3,800 kilometers long. Route 66 became the most famous
road in America. It passed through the center of many cities and towns.
It crossed deserts, mountains, valleys and rivers. In the 1930s, people
suffered through the Great Depression. In Oklahoma, many poor
families lost their farms because of dust storms. So they traveled west to
California on Route 66 in search of a better life.
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