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The Qipao is regarded as the shining pearl of Chinese

traditional dress.

The Shanghai Qipao is regarded as the essence of the

Qipao style.

The Qipaos worn by the Grande Dames of Shanghai in
the past were considered the most beautiful, stylish and

distinctive ones of their time.

In order to present them to you, this book has collected
sixty Qipaos, which were worn by the Shanghai Grande
Dames of the past. By reading this book you can see
the owners of the Qipaos at that time, were looking
for beauty, style, workmanship and uniqueness. More
importantly, this collection of Qipaos indeed is a

reflection of an era gone by.

From a material and textile point of view, the Qipaos
are examples of the best fabrics, cut, workmanship,
embroidery, color and styles that were the fashion of a
past era. But, if you view them from a cultural and social
aspect, you will find that these Qipaos will bring you
a vast array of information about the fashion of their

times, social customs and diplomatic protocol, perfectly

blending east and west! All the Qipaos presented in
this book all originated from Shanghai. They can be
considered as some of the most beautiful dresses of their
time, especially the long evening gown styled ones,
which paved the way for the trendsetting Qipaos tailored

for the formal-wear of today.

In this book we collected the following Shanghai Grande
Dames’s Qipaos: Madame Sun Yat-sen, Madame Chiang
Kai-Shek, Madame T.V. Soong, Madame Wellington
Koo, Madame Chang Hsueh-Liang, Madame T.Y. Pei,
Wu Chien-shiung, Wu Yi-fang, Chang Yu-i, Tang Ying,
Patricia K. Tseng, Shirley Young and Lily New, etc. We
also have collected Qipaos from some of China’s most
prominent families, such as Li Hong-zhang, Sheng Xuan-
huai, Liu Bing-zhang, Zhang Jing-jiang, Tan Yen-kai,
Yung Tsung-chin, Liu Hong-sheng and the Hsi & Pei
families from Suzhou. We have even collected a Qipao

from the famous movie star Hsia Moon from Hong Kong.

Among all of these famous Shanghai Grande Dames,
some of them were also outstanding women in their
own right who made significant contributions to many
aspects of Chinese modern history. And others came from

the prominent Shanghai families, each distinguishing



themselves in their own way. When you open the
book, you will note that these women incorporated the
finest fabrics of lace, wool & silk and adornments of
pearls, beads & sequins in the designs of their Qipaos.
They chose a vast array of colors reflecting their own
individual and exquisite style. In those days, they were
on the frontiers of fashion in Shanghai. Even today, when

you look at them, you will be awed by their grandeur!

The Shanghai Grande Dame was in a special class of
her own. The most common thread among them was
their educated and enlightened view of the world, which
in some cases challenged our Chinese traditions. Their
Qipao styles were reflection of their mindset. These
modern Chinese women wore their Qipaos with a
different flair and even influenced the next generation of

women.

Due to various reasons, the Qipaos worn by the Shanghai
Grande Dames in the early 20th century, are scarcely
found in China nowadays. The sixty Qipaos we presented
in this book were collected from the US, Canada, Japan,
Singapore and Hong Kong. It was not an easy task to
put them together here. A tremendous amount of time

and energy was spent to find these Qipaos, identify their

owners and classify theﬁ]. We also received support from
various organizations, groups and individuals, especially
from the descendants of the Grande Dames of Shanghai.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank them

whole-heartedly.

We would also like to continue this mission to collect,
and help preserve the tradition of our Chinese Qipao
and keep it alive. We will do our best to maintain this
tradition and we hope to continue to receive your undying

support in the future.

Cai Wen-qing, Jeanette Zee, Song Lu-xia

August 14, 2014
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A Rare Appreciation of the Qipaos Worn

| by the Grande Dames of Shanghai
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Soong Ching-ling was born into a missionary and entrepreneur

family. She was a great patriot, internationalist and
communist. She was known all over the world as one of the
great women of the 20th century and honorary Chairman of
the People’s Republic of China. At a young age, she followed
Sun Yat-sen. For nearly 70 years of her revolutionary life
she made painstaking efforts dedicated to the revolutionary
causes of the Chinese people, women and children’s

welfare. She made an indelible contribution and earned

[
5
fil

N G5 R e

Madam Soong Ching—ling
r
K N 2 P
B2 2 = N
J’J‘?ﬁ - -
iE - =’ 0 g{!‘ft
gq = ;;‘ N
A
~

Fr B HE R
|
i 11
1
9 ﬁ"ﬂ‘
—

i

the love and admiration of the people of China. She was
fond of wearing the Qipao. After liberation, she wore a
Qipao to many important government affairs. This elegant
Qipao is made of an espresso silk watered gauze. It has
an interwoven corded neckline and matching cuffs. It
extenuates the oriental women’s traditional beauty and
understated demeanor. Currently this Qipao is preserved
and on exhibition at the Soong Ching-ling Memorial

Residence in Shanghai.






SISELY i) A Rare Appreciation of the Qipaos Worn Madam Soong May—ling

by the Grande Dames of Shanghai
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The youngest of the Soong sisters, Madam Soong May-ling
studied at the McTyeire School for Girls in Shanghai. She
was a christian, very active in Chinese politics, and became
the fourth wife of Chiang Kai-shek in 1927. During the
Anti-Japanese War she went to America and successfully
persuaded the US Congress to help China fight the Japanese
strengthening Sino-US diplomatic relations. She lived in
America in her later years until she was 106 years old. She
lived the longest of her generation in the Soong family. The
three Soong sisters all loved wearing the Qipao as it illustrated
a Chinese woman’s style. These Qipaos were brought to China

012
in 1980 by Ms Yan Ren-mei, who was a good friend of May-

013

ling’s niece, Rosemont Hwang.




