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The Nature of Chinese Gardens and Landscape Architecture
Li Wei-min

Abstract: Chinese gardens and landscape architecture is an important carrier of Chinese culture, and also a constituent part of
Chinese traditional culture. The distinct features of Chinese gardens in the world are beneficial from Chinese unique landform, long
history and diverse culture. The theme of Chinese gardens and landscape architecture is harmony, the soul is the culture, and the
essence is the people's livelihood. This was summed up on the basis of extensive analysis.

Key words: Chinese gardens and landscape architecture; harmony; culture; people’s livelihood
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Garden Inheritance Appearances to Have Seen through Place
Change and Enjoyment Behavior for Each Garden Owner of

Soswaewon Garden

Lee Won-Ho

Abstract: This study was performed firstly centering on following factors to suggest the criteria of restoration for each
period of a garden clearly with the case of Soswaewon Garden which is a representative historical garden built in the
middle of the Joseon Dynasty of Korea. We divided periods according to the contribution of each time’s owner for
the garden, deeds and incidents shown on historical records such as documentation and etc, and made the following
consequences as important 3 features for the characteristics of the place appeared because of these. First, the former of
Soswaewon Garden is Soswaejung Pavilion which Yang, San-Bo made to retire from the secular society into there and the
basic frame of a garden was formed at that time. Second, in the generation of Yang, Ja-Jeong who inherited the garden
after Yang, San-Bo died, the physical change of the garden was less but the aspect of usage for the garden by the former
generation was magnified. Third, after Soswaewon Garden was destroyed by war, Yang, Cheon-Un started restoration,
Yang, Jin-Tae and Yang, Tack-Ji repaired the garden and revived Soswaewon Garden physically and non-physically through
association with literary men of that time, holding a banquet and so on.Fourth, Soswaewon Garden was expanded to the
outer Garden area for the garden area in the generation of Yang, Kyeong-Ji. This is related to focusing on appropriative
landscape for exterior scenery, which is one of representative characteristics of Korean Historical Garden. Value
inheritance for enjoying a garden through The Forty Eight Poems of Soswaewon Garden and Soswaewondo Painting
block book stored up in the meantime and retrospection for past people’s doings by Confucian filial duty thoughts are
shown by enjoying a garden and place change.

Key words: behaviors; garden owner; historical garden; level of contribution; place structure

Introduction

Therefore, in order to understand the value of Korean

Garden is a formed thing multiply applied by diverse period
factors such as politics, society, economy, culture and etc. It shows
the feature that the value increases more as the garden culture formed
throughout many generations has been accumulated. Especially,
Korean private house garden shows the similar tendency in
awareness, culture, deed and etc inherent in gardens by continuous
efforts for succession of the former generation’s garden culture as
the owner was transmitted by blood relationship due to Confucian
influence, and the value recognition fixed by repeating this kind of
behavior and leaming appears physically in the place of garden.

6

Historical garden, not only seeing the outward form of the garden
place simply but also it is needed to expand to diversified approach
such as the awareness and behavior of each time’s garden owner,
period circumstances at that time and etc according to the flow
of time. Also, these can be important materials for setting the
restoration time of historical garden.

Among them Soswaewon Garden highly named as the
representative garden of Joseon Dynasty of Korea has been
designated as a scenic site of state-designated cultural heritage, had
the value of style introduced by Korean historical garden features
such as harmony of natural and artificial ones, phasing in terraced



flower by using slope, defining the place in vertical rank influenced
by Confucianism and etc., but also the represent ability of Korean
historical garden as the place which has composed a garden culture
classic accumulated by humane activities for almost 500 years
having the life of scholars not in a position of political power who
retire from the world into nature '

Also since the garden was built, people keep visiting
Soswaewon Garden until now and as time goes by the value has
increased more.

However. the most important thing is the sustainability to
discover the authenticity by grasping the original form of Korean
historical garden and to conserve and maintain this. Meanwhile, the
study trend for Soswaewon Garden has focused on understanding
the place structure of the garden and analyzing fragmentarily about
the characteristics of the garden through related documentation on
Soswaewon Garden. Due to this, the requirements are to examine
the specificity of each time related to research on owners and to try
to see the garden culture through that on the whole.

Under this background, this study is supposed to divide
the change process of a garden seen on the past poet literature,
anthology and etc by the Level of contribution of garden owners for
Soswaewon Garden of a representative Historical garden composed
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in the mid-Joseon period, to look into the social and cultural factors
such as major deeds, event and etc and the enjoying culture in
the garden, then suggest the each time’s specificity clearly which
is a basis of restoration for each time through main 3 features
considering the change factors of place structure.

2 Research Method

In this study, we divided the time according to garden owners
for Soswaewon Garden under the hypothesis that garden place
change is mutually related to making activity by garden owners,
period circumstances at that time and the enjoying culture in a
garden, tried to come out the characteristics by specific diagraphing
on how the garden place changed through enjoying a garden and
period situation at that time ( Fig. 1).

In the meantime, nothing was suggested clearly for exact
period classification and characteristics on Soswaewon Garden so
the ground data to define the restoration criteria were insufficient.

In this study, time classification of Soswaewon Garden was
done as 4 periods in large way (Table 1), first period belongs to
the Ist completion time of Soswaewon Garden since Yang, San-

Bo of the 1st composer made Soswaejung Pavilion of the early

Defining period classification according to the builder and owner of Soswaewon Garden Table 1
Section Garden Owner Garden Elements in part of Period Spatial Composition of Soswaewon Garden
) ‘ Soswaejug Pavilion ©IOIOIIEIE)
First Yang. San-Bo 000600000
Period (1503 ~ 1557) Soswaewon Garden e
Second Yang, Ja—Jeong
Period (1527 ~ 1597) s i i i
Yang, Cheon-Un .
(1568 ~ 1637) 0002000
Third
Period Yang, Jin-Tae
(1649 ~ 1714
Yanz Tack “) OIOIOIGIOICIGICIOIDINIBIBIGIBI®)
ang, Taek—]
(1650 ~ 1711)
Inner ~
Carden C0R@0EOBOLODD DGwnagpunggak Pavilion  @Jewuldang House
066 @CGrass Roofed Pavilion @ Goamjungsa House
. . . ® Buhwondang House  ® Dongdae Rock
Fourth Yang, Kyeong-Ji Hancheonjeongsa House, 1 ;1 A pus b i’ carved W
o " @ Ohgokmun Gate  ® *Aeyangdan’ carved Wall
Period (1662 ~ 1734) Out Gwandeokjung Pavilion, @ Wall ®Maedea Terraced Flower
uter . Mae:
Garden V‘Jukllmsa House, @Do-oh Masont  @Pond  @Tujukwigyo Bridge
Gwandeoksa House, @Dokmokgyo Bridge  @Stream  @®Waterwheel
Hwanggeumjung Pavilion

(a) Soswaewondo Painting (1755) (b) Gwangpunggak Pavilion

(¢) Jewolc lané House (d) Grass Roofed Pavilion
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Figure 1 Study hypothesis

stage of Soswaewon Garden as a garden, second period is the
time destroyed by Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1597 after owner
movement to his son Yang, Ja-Jeong and basis of the time of place
change. Third period is based on the time restored to Soswaewon
Garden before destroyed by war, and fourth period is classified as
the time that the garden area expanded to outside place.

3 Results and Discussion

3.1 The composition of Soswaewon Garden

The builder of Soswaewon Garden was Yang, San-Bo ( 4%
1] H#f, 1503 ~ 1557), and that started from his building a garden to
retire the world into his house whole area. According to
“Soswaejungjeuksa ( {ff i 5= Bl 2%, 1528)” written by Kim, In-
Hu (4 B )£, 1510 ~ 1560) of an administrator in the middle
of Joseon Dynasty, the former of Soswaewon Garden was started
to be built with the name of “Soswae( §#f ifi )" meant “to be clear
and clean”. Then through “The Forty Eight Poems of Soswaewon
Garden (i i = /4 + /\ bk, 1548)” and other poets of similar
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(b) Soswaewon Garden plan

Figure 2 Space Transition Garden in the Generation of Yang, San-Bo

age saying the scenery of Soswaewon Garden, it is assumed that
the basic framework of a garden was completed quite much at that
time >

The view of early Soswaejung Pavilion shown on poets was a
small scale of pavilion surrounded by bamboo forest and mountain
stream. This one is a place structure mainly seen in Korean cottage
garden placing one pavilion in the place of splendid natural scenery
without special decoration ( Fig. 2-a).

Then, the figure of Soswaewon Garden seen on The Forty
Eight Poems of Soswaewon Garden shows construction features in
the garden (Fig. 2-b) such as Grass roofed Pavilion, Gwangpunggak
Pavilion, Jewoldang House, Maedea Terraced flower, Ohgokmun
Gate, Do-oh Pavement, Dongdae Pavement, “Aeyangdan™
carved Wall, fence and so on. For stone items, there are Oham
Rock, Gwangam Rock, Seokgasan, Tapam Rock, Sangam Rock,
Oddly stone and etc. Also, for waterscape feature there are pond,
waterwheel, Wongyuturyu, Jodam pond, Dangyo bridge and etc.
For other plant, there are seen bamboo forest, Japanese Apricot,
Maidenhair Tree, Korean red pine, Chinese parasol tree, Korean



