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Brief Summary of ‘Basic Education in Japan’

Japanese basic education arouses worldwide attention because of fairness and quality.
In particular, after World War 11, the country realized economic recovery and rapid
growth by virtue of high-quality universal education, which was highly appreciated by
UNESCO.

Reviewing the development course of Japanese basic education, we can conclude
that since theMeiji Restoration, Japan has been taking “developing the country by
education” as a basic State policy and working hard to facilitate the rapid development of
society and economy in modern times by promoting fair and high-quality basic education
among all citizens. After the war, thanks to quality universal education, a strong cadre
of qualified laborers became available for the revitalization of industrial economy, which
laid a solid foundation for the country’s recovery and rapid growth.

This book relates the current situation
of Japanese basic education by introducing
its development course, scale and
investment in Chapter I. Chapter II turns
to the educational laws and regulations,
modern school system and educational
administration system. Chapter III makes
an analysis of the dynamic adaptation of
Japanese educational policy to postwar
economic development while studying the
positive influences of basic education
reform in the 21 century on social

transformation and the lessons thus
gained. Centering on the revisions of the Qutline of Learning Instruction-Japanese
educational curriculum standards, Chapters IV and V deal with the basic targets of basic
education reform in curriculum and the establishment of “actual learning ability
perspective”. Chapter VI pays more attention to the adoption and evaluation mechanism
of teacher qualification and training. Chapters VII and VIII lay emphasis on the
assessment method, mechanism, contents and indicators of educational activities, which
can help readers have a better understanding of the basic organization and management
mode of school activities. Chapter IX chooses classroom teaching cases of social science,
citizen curriculum, and education for international understanding in elementary school
recommended by the teachers’ guidance materials from the MEXT, for reference.
Chapter X relates some successful experience of Japan in facilitating rational allocation
of education resources through adopting combined instruction and small schools,
implementing food education by establishing the school catering system, and improving
students’ crisis management ability by regularly providing education on fire prevention.
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