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1. Haerbin MWMRiE

History i

In 1896 Russia negotiated a contract to build a railway line from Vladivostok to Haerbin and
Dalian (in Liaoning province), which brought Russian workers to the region. In the early 1900s,
large numbers of Russian refugees fled to Haerbin as well. Although the Japanese gained control of
the railway after Russia’s defeat in the Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905), the Russian imprint on
Haerbin remained in one way or another until the end of Word War II.

Haerbin, which derives its name from alejin (Manchu for ‘honour’, or ‘fame’), is a sprawling
largely industrial city. Russia is once again a major trading partner for this region, and most foreign

faces on the streets are Russian.

Geography & Climate  #3# 54 fi

Harbin is located in southern Heilongjiang province and is the provincial capital. The
prefecture is located at the southeastern edge of the Songnen Plain, a major part of China’s
Northeastern Plain. Harbin’s administrative area is rather large with latitude spanning 44°04'-
46°40" N, and longitude 125°42'-130°10" E. Harbin features a monsoon-influenced, humid
continental climate. Spring and autumn constitute brief transition periods with variable wind
directions. Summers here are hot. Winters here are dry and freezing cold, with a 24-hour average in
January of only — 18.4 °C. That’s why Harbin is known for its coldest weather and longest winter

among major Chinese cities.

Tourist Attractions e

Daoli Qu jEHE[X (Fig.2-2)

Haerbin’s Russian legacy lives on in the Daoliqu area, along cobblestone-lined Zhongyang
Dajie — a pedestrian plaza — and on the surrounding side streets. Though the early 1900s buildings
here are now shops, restaurants and hotels, much of the architecture still shows a strong Russian

influence, with spires, cupolas and scalloped turrets.
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