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Foreword

The wonder of nature has helped mankind achieve prosperity. Architectural cultural heritage witnesses the
progress of mankind by representing the wisdom of mankind, fondness of homeland, and memories of hometown.
These structures, which passed down history in unique ways, have become a part of the style, features and memories
of cities.

Sanming’s traditional Hakka culture with a life style incorporating farming and learning is very attractive. As
people get a better understanding of this culture, they are naturally impressed by its charm. In recent years, Sanming
urbanization has accelerated. As a result of lack of historical protection, many local communities with old buildings
have vanished in this massive wave of urbanization. A review of these changes is indeed heartbreaking,

The publication of this collection of sketches is part of the effort to preserve and capitalize on the cultural
heritage of Sanming,

The artist of the book chooses a pen to artistically depict the unique cultural heritage of Sanming in an artistic
way. The city’s historic buildings, places of interests and folk culture are fully showcased here. By vividly reproduc-
ing what was the place like, the collection of paintings recalled the memories of the old town.

The value of the book goes far beyond that of a collection to be read, imitated, or studied. Its value also lies in
being a vehicle for protecting and preserving cultural heritage. Just like a history textbook in the form of paintings, it
records the culture of the city and is intended to improve protection and preservation of architectural culture on the
verge of vanishing.

Let’s enjoy!
Zhong Xudong

School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Fujian University of Technology
April 15th, 2015
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Prologue

The Sanming is located in the west of Fujian Province in southeastern China. To the east the city is Fuzhou City,
the provincial capital. On the west, it borders Jiangxi Province. The city administers one county-level city, Yong’an;
two districts, Meilie and Sanyuan; and nine counties including: Mingxi, Qingliu, Ninghua, Datian, Youxi, Jiangle,
Taining, Jianning, and Shaxian.

The city enjoys unique, picturesque scenery——both natural, such as Linyin Stone Forest Park, and structures
like Pipa Fort. The region has a long history. Archaeologists researching Nanshan Relic Site and Wanshouyan Paleo-
Anthropological Site have discovered traces of human activities dating back 10,000 years ago.

This collection of sketches depicts downtown Sanming and its affiliated counties and districts. Through these
sketches, local cultural heritage, natural landscapes and folk culture are preserved, enabling a deeper understanding of
this city.

It took more than six months to finish this book from field trip to publication. During the process. I really learned
a lot; [ am better able to understand the culture of Sanming and my fondness for the region has grown.

As for this book, I have tried my best. Nonetheless, I may have accidentally missed some cultural aspects and
sites. Some old buildings were demolished or moved before my study began; consequently, there could be some
minor deviation from depictions contained in the book. It is my sincere hope that you will like it. Your suggestions are
welcomed.
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