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PREFACE

More than 3,000 years of city history and over 800 years of capital history
have left this land of Beijing with 3,500-0dd cultural heritages. Among them are
the Great Wall winding its way among the mountains, the ancient villages with
smoke spiraling from kitchen chimneys, the palace where emperor decreed and
lived, the garden where they enjoyed their leisure time, the mausoleums where
they were buried after death, the imperial ancestral temples and sacrificial altars,
the temples or Taoist temples striking the bell at dawn and playing the drum at
dusk, the magnificent princely mansions, the tranquil civilian houses, the inscribed
steles silent in brambles and the Buddhist pagodas towering into the clouds. They
bestowed on Beijing profound culture and traditions.

In recent years, with the development of social civilization, the preservation of
cultural heritages has been drawing more and more attentions from all walks of life.
And this cause has been furthered unprecedentedly. Most of the historic buildings
have got effective protection in Beijing, a major city of cultural heritage. To
better display and publicize these valuable heritages characteristic of rich cultural
connotations, the compilation of the Beijing Architectural Heritages Series was
organized by the Beijing Municipal Administration of Cultural Heritage.

These books would be a record of existing excellent historic architecture
in Beijing by words, pictures and drawing paper. We hope in this way we could
display the art treasure which, focusing the intelligence and wisdom of the ancients,
has witnessed Beijing’s rise and fall during a thousand years of development.

Under the consideration of architecture, this series of books are to explore
historic buildings from the point of view of cultural heritage and art. They aim at
igniting the passion in readers to love these historic heritages abounding in cultural
traditions and boundless artistic charm.

These books total ten volumes. Each focuses on one type of the ten categories
of architectural heritages showing different functions and styles. All of them include
the most typical and distinctive examples. Thus they would show readers the
features of each category and detailed traits of each building as well as the whole
appearance of Beijing historic architecture.

Totally, this series of books have over one millions words, more than 4,000
photos and several hundreds of ink drawings. On one hand, they are continuation
of predecessors’ experiences. On the other hand, they are the summary of our work
over the years.

Beijing Municipal Administration of Cultural Heritage
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GUIDE TO THE USE OF THIS BOOK

1. This book is one of Beijing Architectural Heritage Series. It mainly
introduces the city walls in Beijing area.

2. This book including lots of drawings and photos aims at recording and

containing representative and typical extant ancient walls and ramparts in Beijing
systematically.

3. This book includes: the summary of the history and architectural
characteristics of walls and ramparts in Beijing, the examples of existing
walls and ramparts in Beijing. and the appendices which record two extremely
representative examples of wall and rampart protection project in recent years.

4. The examples of city wall buildings fall into three parts, namely Beijing
city wall in the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the Great Wall in Beijing and other
small cities and towns. For the first part, the introduction sequence is from inner
city to outer city, including both existing city wall buildings and most city gates
which gradually disappeared in the passage of time. For the second part, focus is
given to the Great wall of the Ming Dynasty, with the introduction sequence from
east to west along the Great Wall inside Beijing. In addition, fortresses along the
line are also included. The other small cities are ranked according to their scales
and historic significance.

5. The names of watchtowers covered in this book are based on reference
to convention or project number during renovation. Attached to the end of every
section is a list of names and numbers of watchtowers recorded in the inspection

working reports since April, 2006 on Beijing’s resources of the Great Wall of the
Ming Dynasty.

6. InJuly, 2010, Beijing Municipal Government adjusted the administrative
divisions of its core functional areas. Since these series of books had been
finalized and ready for printing at the time, the names of the administrative
regions of Beijing used in these books are still those before the adjustment.
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Ruins of the Rammed Earth City Wall of the Liao Dynasty Rammed Earth City Wall of the Liao Dynasty near the Baiyun
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Zhongdu City of the Jin Dynasty
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Ruins of the Water Gate of the Dadu City of the Observatory
Yuan Dynasty
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