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The Changing of The Appreciation of Ugliness
in Chinese Art of Modern Times

Abstract

The appreciation of ugliness in art has great important status in the
history of Chinese culture and art. The word Ugliness has special value in
Chinese art. The attitude towards it was open and tolerant in ancient China.
Ancient Chinese people did not cover up ugliness in art; actually, they often
use different forms of artistic approaches to interpret it. The theory and
practice of the appreciation of ugliness in ancient Chinese art had developed to a
certain height. Nowadays, the spirit of the appreciation of ugliness in art has
been passed down from generation to generation for thousands of years.
Western culture and art had been learned by some avant— garde artists until
the reforming and opening up of Chinese economy. Then many changes have
taken place in the appreciation of ugliness in Chinese art because of that. And
these changes have made a great influence not only on the production of artistic
work, but also on the development of Aesthetics.

This thesis is based on present situation of Chinese art, with regard to
the past whilst looking to the future. In view of Contemporary Art, by in-
vestigating the theoretical basis of the appreciation of ugliness in
contemporary Chinese art, by discovering the changes in the appreciation of
ugliness in its status, connotation, nature, function and by exploring the

function and usage of the new media, we can find the reasons why the ap-
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preciation of ugliness has been changed, so that problems could be
identified, artists and mass can have a better understanding of ugliness in
art. And Chinese artists can finally get the right to express their own views

on world art affairs.
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