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THE PAET’S PORTMANTEAU
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THE POET'S PORTMANTEAU

The poet had been nourishing
his soul down® in Devon. A petty
windfall, a minim legacy, which
plucked him from scholastic bond-
age* in a London suburb, was now
all but® consumed. He turned his
face once more to the mart of men,

le down——adv. in a place away from
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strong in the sanguine courage of
two-and-twenty. His luggage (the
sum total' of his personal property,
-.except’ twenty pounds sterling) con-
sisted of a trunk and a portmanteau.
The latter he kept beside him in the
railway ecarriage—a small and very
shabby portmanteau, but it guarded
the result of ten months’ work, the
manuscript volume (entitled Z%e
Hermit of the Tor; and Other Poems)
whereon rested all his hopes. A few
articles of clothing and of daily
necessity were packed in the same
receptacle. On reaching London he
would deposit his trunk at the
station, and carry the small port-
manteau whilst he searched for a
temporary lodging.
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Green vales and bosky' slopes
of Devon; the rolling uplands of
Wiltshire; the streams and heaths
and wooded hills of Surrey. It was
late autumn, and the day drew to its
close. Through mists of evening a
red orb hung huge above the horizon;
it crimsoned and grew lurid, athwart
the first driftings® of Liondon smoke;
it disappeared amid towers and
chimneys and squalor multiform.
The poet grasped his portmanteau,
and leapt out on to the platform of
‘Waterloo Station.

One cheap room was all he
wanted, and as he could not carry
his burden very far he turned
southward, guided by memory of the
grey, small streets off Kennington
Road. Twenty minutes’ walk brought
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him into a by-way where every other*
window offered its card of invitation
to wanderers such as he. At this
hour of gloom there was little to
choose? between one house and
another. A few paces ahead of him
sounded the knock of a telegraph
messenger. Where telegrams were
delivered there must be, he thought,
some measure of® civilization; so he
lingered till the boy had gone away,
then directed his steps to that door.

His rat-tat* was answered by
:a young woman, whose personal ap-
pearance surprised him. Her fea-
tures were handsome and intelligent,
though scarcely amiable; her clothing
indicated poverty, but was not such
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ag would be worn by a girl of the
working eclass; her language arnd
manner completed the proof! that
she was no native of this region.
“Yes,” she said, speaking distantly
and nervously, “‘a single room was to
let, a room up at the top.” The
poet, as became a poet, observed
with emotional interest this unes-
pected figure. Only a wretched
little oil-lamp hung in the passage,
and he could not see the girl's face
very distinctly; perhaps the first
impression of sullenness was a
mistake; it might be only the
shrinking self-respect of one whom
circumstences had forced into a false
position. He noticed that in her
hand she held a telegram.

“Would you let me see the
room?”’
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