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ABSTRACT

China is one of the countries in the world in which
urban spatial structure evolves distinctively. Chinese
cities have a long historical process of urban develop-
ment with all-round types and distinctive features. The
spatial structure development of Chinese cities is nowa-
days in a changing era and necessitates a theoretical and
practical study.

Based on an analysis of the different patterns of ur-
ban spatial structure of Chinese cities in different times,
the book tries a thorough study and a systematic sum-
marization of the process, characteristics, machanism
and laws of urban spatial structure evolution with spe-
cial reference to Chinese cities.

Firstly, in accordance with the basic principles of
historical materialism and urban evolution, the book
analyses the changes of socia-economic backgrounds in
the formation and development of Chinese cities since
ancient times, divides the process of urban spatial struc-
ture into several periods and stages, and elaborates on

the factors which influence urban spatial structure evo-

lution in each historical period and how they work.
Secondly, according to a componential theory on ur-
ban spatical structure, it dissects the contents and dis-
tributive characteristics of the important factors influ-
encing the structure evolution in each historical period,
thus probes and reveals the general pattern of urban
spatial structure in each period, and studies the repre-
sentations of the pattern of the structure in each period.
Thirdly, more than 500 typical cities of different
periods are chosen for a full-scale illustration and com-

parative study. With the help of a qualitative and quanti-

tive analysis, the book studies the forming laws of dif-

ferent types and their distributive features.

Lastly, combining theory with practice, and taking
into consideration the theoretical principles and the pre-
sent situation of reform and opening, the book analyses
the present-day trend in the urban spatial structure elvo-
lution of Chinese cities, and proposes an overall scheme
and some specific strategies in the planning of the urban

spatial structure.
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