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| GULLIVER'S TRAVELS

Introduction

Jonathan Swift

Swift was an Irishman, born in Dublin in 1667, but of an old
English family. After completing his university education at
Trinity College, Dublin, he began work in England as secretary to
the important writer and statesman Sir William Temple.

Jonathan Swift soon became an important figure among the
writers and politicians of London. He had ideas about writing
and about political matters—public affairs and government—
which he could put into words very clearly and cleverly. His poli-
tical friends were glad to have him on their side. His political
enemies feared him.

In 1714, Queen Anne died, and those political enemies
came to power. Swift went back to Ireland, where he was
already the Dean of St Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin. At first, he
had few friends there. But between 1720 and 1730 he wrote
very strongly on the side of the Irish. They felt that their rulers,
the English, treated them unfairly—even cruelly at times. And
it was good to have a writer like Swift to attack the unfairness
for them. He had a command of language that made his attacks
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I GULLIVER'S TRAVELS

and his satire bite deeply. That writing brought him a great
many friends in Dublin and in other parts of Ireland.

It was during this time that Swift wrote Gulliver’s Travels,
which appeared in the bookshops in 1726.

Gulliver’s Travels
At the beginning of the eighteenth century, books about travel
to unknown places were of great interest to the reading public
in Britain. Readers had enjoyed true accounts like William
Dampier’s New Voyage (1697), which described his visits to the
coasts of what are now called Australia and New Zealand.

Then came Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe (1719). Defoe
did not pretend that his story of Crusoe’s life on an island was
true. But he wrote in the style of the true accounts. Like the
true accounts, Robinson Crusoe dealt with happenings and
things seen, not with thoughts or feelings.

Swift saw the importance of that style. He didn’t want to
make his readers believe that the impossible lands in Gulliver’s
Travels were true or real. But he did want to make them think.

Gulliver’s Travels is satire. Readers find themselves looking
at their own world, its beliefs and customs, with new eyes.
Lemuel Gulliver describes the different places and their in-
habitants in a simple style. He gives us facts and figures, not
opinions, about them. And so we don’t just laugh at them: we
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§ GULLIVER'S TRAVELS

put ourselves in the place of the Lilliputians and others, and
we see ourselves as they would see us. We laugh at ourselves,
and—Swift hoped—decide to change some of our more foolish
or unpleasant ways.

Because the style is so simple, and because Swift makes
us enjoy his story, Gulliver’s Travels (usually in a shortened
form) has been a favourite children’s book for a long time. But
it would be a mistake to see it as just a children’s story; Swift
wanted his readers to think seriously about the world they
live in.
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* QUESTIONS BEFORE READING *

»  What happened to the Antelope?

Why couldn’t Gulliver get up off the grass?

What food and drink did the Lilliputians give to
Gulliver?




What had they made into a house for Gulliver?

What did Gulliver do to the men who shot at him?
How could the Lilliputians kill Gulliver?

What did the king order six very wise men to do?
What must the people do when Gulliver comes into

the city?

Who talked to Gulliver about the quarrel inside
Lilliput?

What were the Big-enders?
How did Gulliver save his eyes?

Why was the King of Lilliput angry?

Where did Gulliver first see the boat?

What living things did Gulliver take with him?

Where did he put the living things?

What, at first, did the captain think of Gulliver’s story?




§ GULLIVER'S TRAVELS

Chapter 1
How I Came to Lilliput

My father had some land in the north of England, but it was not
very much, and | was the youngest of five brothers. | left school
when | was seventeen years old, because my father could not
pay for me after that. | then went on to the ship Antelope,
which was sailing under Captain Pritchard for the South Seas.
We set out from Bristol in May, 1700, and at first we had an
easy time.

| will not write down everything that happened to us in those
seas. It is enough to say that, on our way to the East Indies, a
great wind carried us the wrong way so that we came to the
north of Van Diemen’s Land. Twelve of our men had died from
the hard work and bad food, and of the rest none was very
strong. One morning, when there was heavy rain so that we
could not see well, one of the men saw a rock very close to the
ship. The wind was so strong that we were driven on it, and a
great hole was made in the bottom of the ship. Six of us got a
boat into the sea. But we were not strong enough, and the wind
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| GULLIVER'S TRAVELS

soon turned it over.

| do not know what happened to the others, but | believe
that they must all have been lost. | myself was carried by the
wind and water. | do not know which way | went—or how far.

At last | was sure that | was going to die. But | put my feet down,
and found that | could stand. By this time the wind was much
less. | walked more than a kilometre before | got to dry land. It
was after seven at night then. | went on about half a kilometre,
but | could not see any houses or people—or perhaps | was
so tired that | did not see them. Then | lay down on the grass,
which was very short and soft, and fell into the deepest sleep
that | ever had in my life.

I must have slept for about nine hours. When | awoke it was
just daylight. | was lying on my back. I tried to get up from the
ground, but | could not move! Then | found that my arms and
feet were held down to the ground with strings. My hair, which
was long, was held down in the same way. Thousands of strings
had been passed across my body, so that | could not move. |
could only lie there on my back looking up at the sky.

The sun grew hot, and the light hurt my eyes. | heard noise
all around me, but | could see nothing. In a little time | felt
something alive moving on my foot. Then it came over my body
and up to my face. Turning my eyes down as much as | could,
I saw a man. He was less than fifteen centimetres high. By his
dress he seemed to be a soldier. Then forty more little men like
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