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It falls me" here to write of Chastity,

The fayrest vertue, far above the rest;

For which what needes me” fetch from Faery
Forreine ensamples,” it to have exprest?

Sich” it is shrined in my Soveraines brest,
And formd so lively in each perfect part,
That to all Ladies, which have it profes,
Neede but behold the pourtraict’ of her hart,
If pourtrayd it might bee by any living art.

But living art may not least part expresse,
Nor life-resembling pencill® it can paynt,

All were it Zeuxis or Praxiteles:’

His dadale” hand would faile, and greatly faynt,

And her perfections with his error taynt:
Ne’ Poets witt, that passeth Painter farre
In picturing the parts of beauty daynt,"’

So hard a workemanship adventure darre,
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How then shall I, Apprentice of the skill,

That whilome' in divinest wits did rayne,
Presume so high to stretch mine humble quill?*
Yet now my luckelesse lott doth me constrayne
Hereto perforce. But O dredd’ Soverayne
Thus far forth pardon, sith that choicest witt
Cannot your glorious pourtraict figure playne,
That I in colourd showes may shadow ict,”

And antique’ praises unto present persons fitt.

Burifin living colours, and right hew,’
Thy selfe thou covet to see pictu:cd:

Who can it doe more lively, or more trew,

Then that sweete verse, with Nectar sprinckeled,

In which a gracious servaunt pictured

His Cynthia, his heavens fayrest light?“
That with his melting sweetnes ravished,
And with the wonder of her beames bright,
My sences lulled are in slomber of delight.
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But let that same delitious Poet' lend (B IR B AR RTFR

A little leave unto a rusticke Muse B IRAHEF 2T L) BT
To sing his mistresse prayse, and let him mend, UL AR L ERRARE AT N,

If ought amis her liking may abuse:" HAWE, Wik kin—T .
Ne let his fayrest Cynthia refuse, WA EL AR 1 PO

In mirrours more then one her selfe to see, HeREEGY, HoyERA AT,
But either Gloriana let her chuse, A FRBER ARG IS WL ,
Or in Belphaebe fashioned to bee: sk DR SEBFRA B Bt ik«

In th’one her rule, in th’other her rare chastitee.’ —PEIEKT, —MhTete,
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Guyon encountreth Britomart, 4 P H + 5 A7 B 3 35 4548 I,
Faire Florimell is chaced: ' %% #% %7 B A7 ¥ 4 A8 AT
Duessaes traines and Malecastaes 3% 3535 ¥ -F #3044 T L%,

champions are defaced. !

The famous Briton Prince and Faery knight, *
After long wayes and perilous paines endur'd,
Having their weary limbes to perfect plight’
Restord, and sory wounds right well recur'd,’
Of the faire Alma greatly were procur'd,

“To make there lenger sojourne and abode;

But when thereto they might not be allur’d,

From secking praise, and deeds of armes abrode,”

They courteous conge tooke, and forth together yode.”

But the captiv'd Acrasia he sent,"”
Because of traveill long, a nighcr“ way,
With a strong gard, all reskew to prevent,
And her to Faery court safe to convay,
That her for witnes of his hard assay,”
Unto his Faery Queene he might present:
But he him selfe betooke another way,

To make more triall of his hardiment, "
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And seeke adventures, as he with Prince Arthure went.
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Long so they traveiled through wastefull' wayes, RS NES Wbl PRI
Where daungers dwelt, and perils most did wonne,” AR BRI, AEF AT,
To hunt for glory and renowmed prayse; IR ERER, WS LR,
Full many Countreyes they did overronne, KBS VT 2 2 R E A
From the uprising to the setting Sunne, H&ME, HIZEERNL,
And many hard adventures did atchieve; flfr s —4b, LRFIEHEE,
Of all the which they honour ever wonne, TRAF B RREROE L Z
Secking the weake oppressed to relieve, HEFZ A F LB,
And to recover right for such, as wrong did grieve. A I — B EFRIE L, KT .
4
At last as through an open plaine they yode,’ TE 2 AT S — AL s
They spide a knight, that towards pricked” fayre, 68 WL — {3 535 - 5 Eh 47 il v T,
And him beside an aged Squire there rode, —A T AL A BENAE B i1,
That seemd to couch’ under his shield three-square, SRS ARTE — MU S T i,
As if that age badd® him that burden spare, DieAR N F L JE A 4
And yield it those,” that stouter could it wield: NAZIEER S L AA T .
He them espying, gan him selfe prepare, AN — A B M AR
And on his arme addresse® his goodly shicld GRS JE R R LA
That bore a Lion passant in a golden field.” JERUE— RIS AL T4 H
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Which seeing good Sir Guyon, deare besought HHARMIZ A, WiEZRE,
The Prince of grace, to let him ronne that turne. R BOR W R iR N
He graunted: then the Faery quickly raught” WERE: AHAPSAE T,
His poynant speare, and sharply gan to spurne’ HRRF, B FZHHAMESE,
His fomy steed, whose fiery fecte did burne HRVC 25 g DU B 5 K KRS
The verdant gras, as he thereon did tread; BR T LmbH e b bess,
Ne' did the other backe his foor returne, BRI, 35— T HIFFARLEIR
Bt S came it dreal R L, I M
And bent’ his dreadful speare against the others head. H AT R P DX BH P Sk ik
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They beene ymett, and both theyr points arriv'd, WU RS, T tEfE—iE,
But Guyon drove so furious and fell,’ ¥ BRSSO B AR SO AR
That seemd both shield and plate it would have riv'd; RUTT I e FP LU T b 5
Nathelesse it bore his foe not from his sell,” (B ABEN AKX Hrhk T AL B,
But made him stagger, as’he were not well: HEATAIBASE R R R mE
But Guyon selfe, ere well he was aware, HIAA CBA R, BARER,
Nigh a speares length behind his crouper’ell, HE B AL A — T B,
Yet in his fall so well him selfe he bare,"” ML B4 ok, 4D,
That mischievous mischaunce his life and limbs did spare. HRENE! —mBAnREA,
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Great shame and sorrow of that fall he tooke; 2 PP Ay S it A 5
For never yet, sith warlike armes he bore, H M HE DGR R —IK,
And shivering'speare in bloody field first shooke, F R F LA M ADEEA 1L,
He fownd him selfe dishonored so sore. bR B A O EHG Z 2 THEL,
Ah gentlest’knight, that ever armor bore, WA, IR B B L
Let not thee grieve dismounted to have beene, TSR R EE,
And brought to grownd, that never wast before; PRELHT AT MR X AT,
For not thy fault, but secret powre unseene, APRIR, PRARR AT,
That speare enchaunted was, which layd thee on the greene.” BERAT T SH A0 32 VL SA
8

But weenedst thou,” what wight thee overthrew, e VREES TR R LA,
Much greater griefe and shamefuller regret IR SRS, BRI
For thy hard fortune then thou wouldst renew, PR TN S A BB EIZE
That of a single damzell thou wert mett HR B 2 A iR e L 4l
On equall plaine, and there so hard besett; il —HF, FEARMEEFIE 1 SZ 1A ;
Even the famous Britomartt’ was, DINHIE AL R S e
Whom straunge adventure did from Britayne fett,” KAAINE, FHkar R,
To seeke her lover (love far sought alas,) Wb (e, ARZE) KT,
Whose image shee had seenc in Venus looking glas.” b A RE B o ULk LA
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Full of disdainefull wrath, he fierce uprose,

For to revenge that fowle reprochefull shame,
And snarching his bright sword began to close
With her on foot, and stoutly forward came;
Dye rather would he, then endure that same.
Which when his Palmer' saw, he gan to feare
His’toward perill and untoward blame,

Which by that new rencounter he should reare:’

For death sate on the point of that enchaunted speare.

And hasting towards him gan fayre perswade,
Not to provoke misfortune, nor to weene'
His speares default’to mend with cruell blade;
For by his mightie Science he had seene

The secrete vertue of that weapon keene,

That mortall puissaunce mote‘not withstond:
Nothing on carth mote alwaies happy beene.
Great hazard were it, and adventure fond,”

To loose long gotten honour with one evill hond.
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By such good meanes he him discounselled, fr8 MR A SET i,
From prosecuting his revenging rage; LT AR & KT 5
And eke the Prince like treaty handeled,’ JEH s, MR G,
His’wrathfull will with reason to asswage, PR — S RO
And laid the blame, not to his carriage,’ AR A, mHEAC,
But to his starting steed, that swarv'd asyde, FAE L2, G558 07 m e
And to the ill purveyance of his page. i HL B 5 T AR S 24,
That had his furnitures” not firmely tyde: FELERARAT AR
So is his angry corage’ fayrely pacifyde. WL A T TR
12
Thus reconcilement was betweene them knitt, THEMATR A, 458 T,
Through goodly temperaunce, and affection chaste, PP T A5 L il
And either’ vowd with all their power and witt, XA ELO S FLb A
To let not others honour be defaste, TCR TR T R
Of friend or foe, who ever it embaste,” flfi 12 2 42 Jyiz A BH L
Ne armes to beare against the others syde: WAGEAZ 53 T X EHg :
In which accord the Prince was also plaste, WBEETHIMATEHZH,
And with that golden chaine of concord ryde. —HRERERE LA Z T,
So goodly all agreed, they forth yfere” did ryde. IR DEAT, HHERE 3
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O goodly usage of those antique tymes,'

In which the sword was servant unto right;
When not for malice and contentious crymes,
But all for prayse, and proofe of manly” might,
The martiall brood accustomed to fight:

"Then honour was the meed” of victory,

And yet the vanquished had no despight:*

Let later age that noble use envy,’

Vyle rancor to avoid, and cruel surquedry.’

Long they thus traveiled” in friendly wise,
Through countreyes waste, and eke well e:difydc,8
Secking adventures hard, to exercise

Their puissance, whylome full dernly tryde:’

At length they came into a forrest wyde,

Whose hideous horror and sad trembling sownd
Full griesly seemd: therein they long did ryde,

10 ()
Yet tract of living creature none they fownd,

Save Beares, Lyons, and Buls, which romed them arownd.
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All suddenly out of the thickest brush,

Upon a milkwhite Palfrey all alone,

A goodly Lady' did foreby” them rush,

Whose face did seeme as cleare as Christall stone,
And eke through feare as white as whales bone:
Her garments all were wrought of beaten gold,
And all her steed with tinsell trappings shone,
Which fledd so fast, that nothing mote him hold,

And scarse them leasure gave, her passing to behold.

Still as she fledd, her eye she backward threw,

As fearing evill, that poursewd her fast;

And her faire yellow locks behind her flew,
Loosely disperst with puff of every blast:

All as a blazing starre doth farre outcast

His hearie beames, and flaming lockes dispredd,’
At sight whereof the people stand aghast:

But the sage wisard telles, as he has redd,”

That it importunes death and dolefull dreryhedd.”
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