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EDITORIAL
NOTES

. The present catalogue illustrating 201 pieces of Yixing

purple clay wares are arranged in chronological order.
Most of them, approximately 70%, are the products of
Ming and Qing dynasties. As further development of
Yixing pottery art is still undergoing, this catalogue also
features representative pieces produced by renowned
modern and contemporary potters in order to show a
comprehensive picture of its history.

. While the extant purple clay wares are being selected,

this catalogue also makes use of the finds from
archaeological excavations by including more than 20
pieces of rare purple clay wares unearthed in recent
years.

. As teapots constitute the major category of purple clay

wares throughout the ages, most of the items illustrated
are thus teapots.

. The materials in this catalogue are mainly provided by

the museums, cultural institutes, collectors and the Yix-
ing Purple Sand Pottery Factory of Jiangsu; while other
cultural institutes and collectors of Beijing, Fujian,
Zhejiang and Shanghai also provided their collected
items for publication.

. There are a number of imitations of great works in vari-

ous periods, and we have conducted careful examination
to distinguish these imitated wares from the genuine
ones. Those have been authenticated as genuine are
indicated in the plate description of this catalogue by
labelling out the names of the potters, and those anthen-
ticated as imitated items or items that require further
study are just recorded exactly as what was inscribed
and marked.
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Liang Baiquan, a native of Hechuan district, Sichuan
was born in 1929. He was recruited into Department of
Geography, National Central University, Nanjing in 1946.
After graduating from the Department of Histroy in 1951,
he corved at the Nanjing Museum. Liang is now the direc-
tor of the Museum and a member of the Research Insti-
tute. He also serves as the editor of the magazine Dongnan
Wenhua, professor of the Department of History, Fudan
University, and deputy-chairman of the academic commit-
tee of the College of Jiangnan Culture. His major publica-
tions include: General History of Jiangsu, A Debate on
Camellia’s Other Name of Jimsonweed, A Preliminary
Study on the Art of Buddhist Monasteries, A Brief Discus-
sion on the Targets and Methods of Museology, Discussion
on the Excavations of Ancient Tombs, The Significance on
the Excavations of a Han Tomb at Tianshan, Gaoyou, The
Museum of History and Her Work on Ethnology, The
Status of Human Specimen in the Museum of History, A
Visit to the Ancient Sites in Egypt, Materials on Ethnology
in the Novel ‘Dream of the Red Chamber’, Custom of Tea
Drinking in the Novel ‘Jinpingmei’, Rectification on the
Comments on the ‘Dream of the Red Chamber’ by Huang
Xiaotian and Annotation on a Verse ‘Lanjinyuan’ by Hu
Xiaoshi.
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