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Preface

China is a land of blessings. Youth is a time of highlights.

In celebration of the 1st Youth Games of the People’s Republic of China in Fujian, Fujian Province
Committee of Culture and History and Committee of Learning of the CPPCC and Fujian Provincial
Administration of Sports jointly plan to edit the book of Chinese Sports on the Stamps. While comprehensively
introducing Chinese sports, the book also highlights the development of Fujian's sports. This is another great
achievement after the publishing of the book of Fujian on the Stamps in 2014 and an innovation of the way that
Fujian Province Committee of Culture and History of the CPPCC records the history.

Land of Blessings and Games for Youth. Fuzhou has held several professional national sports events, but
it is the first time for the city to host a national large—scale synthetic sports game. Meanwhile, China Post has
issued hundreds of sports stamps for those major sporting events. However, this it the first time that we have
sorted and compiled those sports stamps as a book. As a result, the two “first time” not only demonstrate
the importance of the 1st National Youth Games, but also the great value of this book.

This is a book that helps people to have an overview of New China's sports stamps. There are totally
118 sets of 389 sports stamps presented in the book, including C—headed Commemorative Stamps, S—headed
Special Stamps and Special—use Stamps for Individualized Services. Commemorative, special and regular
stamped envelopes and postcards and other kinds of stamps with sports elements can also be found in the
book of Chinese Sports on the Stamps. There are wonderful and interesting stories behind each exquisite
stamp with vivid pictures. Another character of this book is that it perfectly combines the appreciation of the
art of sports stamps with the absorption of sports knowledge and the sense of attraction with the sense of
infection. No matter who you are, a stamp—collector or a physical education worker or even ordinary people,
you can browse the splendid achievement of nationwide body—building and competitive sports career since
the founding of New China, recalling our sports athletes’outstanding performance and their struggling stories
to win the gold medal, appreciating the perfect combination of power and beauty, movement and peace,
the instant and the eternity.

Stamps are often treated as national identity. Sports are regarded as a symbol of the prosperity of
the nation. This is a book that witnesses how our nation changes from weak to strong through the eyes of

sports stamps. The pocket-sized stamps represent the general picture of the development of New China’s
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sports career, recording the essence of the history from which
we can feel the changes of the time. It is known to all that the
first stamp in the world was born on May 6, 1840 in Britain.
However, what is less well-known is that, the first stamp in the
world was issued in Fuzhou, Fujian Province, China. The issue
of the stamp “The Dragon Boat Race” on August 1, 1895 was
one year earlier than the issue of 12 sports stamps of the lst
Modern Olympic Games in 1896. As we know, postal right is a
part of national sovereignty. After the Opium War, as one of the
modern five treaty ports, Fuzhou had no right to issue stamps.
As a result, the stamp of “The Dragon Boat Race” was printed
by a British company. Although the content of the stamp is
closely related with sports, it cannot be recognized by the world
of philately. Therefore, it can be seen that there are national
sovereignty and national image inside a stamp. According to the
records, there had been no stamps related to sports during the
period of the Republic of China. It was not until September 1949
that the item of “promoting national sports” had been involved
in the Common Program by the Chinese People’ s Political Cons
ultative Conference. On June 10, 1952, Chairman Mao Zedong
wrote an inscription of promoting physical culture and building up
the people’s health. In the same year, New China’s first set of the
sports stamps Gymnastics by Radio was issued on June 20. Since
then, New China’s sports career has opened a new chapter. Since
reform and opening up, the sports career has taken off and the
sports stamps have shown extraordinary brightness along with our
athletes” winning of gold medals. Only through the prosperity of the
Chinese nation can we achieve the rejuvenation of our nation. [ am
the person who strongly agrees with that because of my personal
experience. In 2003, Xiamen won the opportunity to become the
host city of International Marathon Races. Therefore, 99 Marathon
sculptures named “Never Stop Running” were built along the Island
Ring. As the mayor at that time, | was the person who had the
opportunity to give two of the sculptures to Lausanne, Switzerland
where the International Olympic Committee’ s headquarters is
located. Unexpectedly, I0C president Jacques Rogge personally
welcomed us in the airport and cut the ribbon and then decided to
store my gifts in the International Olympic Museum. Such a lofty
treatment, not only is the respect for the beautiful city Xiamen,
but also shows highly esteem for the rising China.

Stamps represent a kind of culture. Sports represent a kind

of spirit. This is a book that demonstrates the sportsmanship by

the window of stamps culture. This is a book that describes
the history of Chinese sports’ development, the history
of Chinese people’ s struggling and the history of Chinese
nation patriotism. President Xi Jinping once said “Through
the ages, every nation with accomplishment is recognized
by its own unique spirit. The patriotism is a core of Chinese
spirit.” The Chinese national spirit manifests different forms
under different occasions. On the training ground, the spirit
is the performance of athletes” constantly striving to become
stronger. In the competition, the spirit is the heroic image of
players’ brave pursuit of excellence. Today, we are going to
turn this kind of spirit into inspirational power of dedication
and set up an encouraging shining example. Let's jointly fight
for building up a more flexible, prosperous and beautiful new
Fujian and for the dream of realizing the great rejuvenation of
Chinese nation!

Through the publication of this book, I wish the 1st
National Youth Games a complete success! It is my sincere
hope that our sports’ career a steady flow of news of victories

and new achievement!

Zhang Changping
August 8, 2015, National Fitness Day

Member of the National Committee of the CPPCC,

Chairman of Fujian Province Committee of the CPPCC
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