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Abstract

¢

The folk culture is “a life culture with a universal mode”, an
ancient and living culture that has been passed billions of years and a
cultural living fossil. It is the root of human culture and spiritual home of
people. It plays an important role in cultivating and developing of human
beings. “People’ s life surrounded by customs as same as the way fishes
live in water. 7 Children live in the specific environment of folk culture,
which exists in children’s life by the ways that they delighted to see and
hear. The folk culture is contained and carried by the richness and exten-
sive of people, things, objects, as well as continuous or non-continuous
process and context link to these people, things and objects in children’s
world.

Taking the literature method as the main research methods, this the-
sis has studied the connotation, characteristics, values of the folk culture
curriculum of pre-school education. The folk culture curriculum of pre-
school education is combined, organizational and beneficial educational
experience under reasonable and appropriate selection, which in line with
the needs of pre-school children, bases mainly on the excellent folk cul-
ture in which the pre-school children live, takes the other nation or re-
gion’s good folk culture into consideration, as well as follows the de-
mands of the pre-school children’s living world and healthy growth. The
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folk culture curriculum of pre-school education has its own internal and
external characteristics; its internal characteristics are existence, inherit-
ance, integration, coexistence and openness; the external characteristics
are nationality, localness, situation, dynamic and diversity. Among
them, the existence and inheritance are the internal essential characteris-
tics; meanwhile, the nationality and localness are the remarkable exter-
nal features.

The value of the folk culture curriculum of pre-school education is
mainly represented in the following aspects; the development of children’
s individual, society and culture. It plays a very important role to pro-
mote the balanced development of child physically and mentally, such as
developing awareness of cultural tolerance, cultivating diversity thinking
abilities, enhancing national cohesion, promoting cultural and national i-
dentity , improving children’ s intellectual and sociality development, ob-
taining wisdom of survival, experiencing the fun and meaning of lives and
life, and ete. Also it helps the development of whole society, for instance
it develop and expand the national spirit, inherit and develop folk cul-
ture, maintain cultural diversity, pursuit equality of culture, yearn for
social justice, promote social harmony, pursuit harmonious coexistence
and protect human living environment, and etc.

Theoretical fundamentals for research on folk culture curriculum in
preschool education; first, culturology fundamentals. Steward’s cultural
ecology and Dong Xinbin and Zhengqi’ s cultural ecology philosophy are
introduced ete. Identifying the view of cultural ecology provides us direc-
tion to study cultural phenomenon in a specific region. Only when culture
is put into a specific region, circumstance, can it become authentic and
vivid. This authentic nature and vividness are the vitality to keep the cul-
ture fresh and strongly promote the regeneration and development of cul-
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ture. Therefore, for any culture, it is closely related to the environment
in which it survives. It is impossible to truly understand a culture without
understanding the environment where it resides. So understanding the
cultural background is the precondition for interpreting a culture. At the
same time, from culture spontaneity to cultural self — consciousness, the
culture development experiences qualitative changes. Culture also follows
its internal law, so it is necessary to understand the essence of the culture
from the culture’ s development law; second, the fundamentals of folk-
lore. Sumner’ s folklore theory reveals the folklore’ s law from genera-
tion, development, fixation and demise, making it a powerful tool for us
to understand and grasp folk culture. As a culture phenomenon breeding
in an endless succession and companying human beings, the folk culture
has important theoretical and practical value for it not only plays an im-
portant role in guiding people’ s daily life, also provides fundamental ba-
sis for the generation of elite culture and represents the subject spirit of a
nation. Understanding and interpreting of the folk culture is the key to
the theory development of folk culture curriculum in preschool education.
Therefore , dialectical understanding and interpretation of folk culture is
the key process in this research; third, fundamental of psychology. Vy-
gotsky’ s history — culture psychological theory reveals the social origin of
children’ s psychological growth. The children experience psychological
growth in certain cultural background interactions with more experienced
individuals. The growth of children is necessarily closely related to the
cultural background where they live. It is contrary to the nature of chil-
dren to separate from specific cultural background, which, therefore,
never truly promote the growth of children. The growth in such case is
unreal. This theory provides us the possibility to understand the relation-
ship between children growth and the cultural background in which the
v B #



Abstract = €«

children live, and also offers insights for this research; fourth, funda-
mental of education science. The multicultural education philosophy of
Banks stresses the justice and equality of education among nations and
advocates that the education should reflect each ethnic group’ s require-
ments and dream in culture. This multicultural education philosophy has
become important guiding principle and theory for pursuing culture — fair.
Multi culture is the precondition for cultural diversity and the basis for the
prosperity of various cultures, because any single culture will not last
long without absorbing the nutrient of other cultures. Multi culture educa-
tion values cultural diversity, education equity and human nature, and
pays great attention to developing the cultural identity, national identity,
diversity of thinking and cultural tolerance of children. Therefore, multi-
cultural education is an effective tool to eliminate the conflicts of cultures
and education among ethnic groups in al countries.

The concept of the folk culture curriculum of pre-school education
upholds the real educational environment, bases on the purport of child
development and relies on the children’ s cultural background, in the
lives of children, acquiring beneficial educational experience through ed-
ucational scenes where children presented. the folk culture curriculum of
pre-school education reflects the respect for the circumstantial knowl-
edge, shifting children from the abstract, universal, value-free knowl-
edge to the specific, circumstantial, and value-concerned knowledge,
seeking the common and shared experience of human. In a given natural
and cultural environment, it combined the universality with circumstan-
tial knowledge, letting it freely fly in the world of science and humani-
ties, and in the world of life and disciplines, experiencing life, impro-
ving the living, enjoying life and pursuing the meaning of life in the con-
stantly developed human life culture atmosphere, realizing steady devel-
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opment and surpass of people. the folk culture curriculum of pre-school
education also regard children as an active individual, respect the active
role they played in the development of themselves, take children as ac-
tive explorers and builders, achieving overall harmonious development in
the physical, mental, emotional, intellectual, will, and other aspects.
At the same time, it respects the teachers’ knowledge and wisdom; gives
full play to the positive role of teachers in the courses, and promotes the
generation and development of virtuous circle mechanism of pre-school
folk culture courses. In the process of teachers turned into active and
positive builders, they also become the active contributors, guides and
helpers to the development of children, in which they achieved their own

development and surpassed themselves.
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