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Writing is What the Heart Beats,
Essay is What the Writing Does.
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Foreword

L

I've been long wishing to present some course-conscious writings by
those students who signed up for the course, Advanced English. The
essay collection is representative of the concerted effort made by the
students from classes of the academic years 2001—2015 .

Writing has always been considered to be one of the essential
language skills in foreign language teaching and learning. And at the
College of Foreign Studies of Wenzhou University that skill has been
much emphasized and enhanced in and outside classroom, which partly
answers why students from the college have been scoring high in the
national TEM 8. We feel rewarded and duly honored, and indebted to the
wonderful achievements they've made in their study. The fame they won
will never be forgotten, and surely they will be documented in the
history of the college English language education at Wenzhou University.

The essays selected for the volume cover a wide range of topics that
are prepared and proofread by the students of the classes. They did do
some pains-taking and passion-lending work for the whole academic years
of 2001—2015. We all smelt the scent all those years. No better souvenir
could be found like the present hook.

The course that I've been instructing was purely an coincidence
when I was challenged for the obligations assigned by the department
dean. Prof. Lin Shaohua. I rose to her call for a life aim of reconstructing
myself as an English language educator. Upon a good review of the
pedagogical literature for doing college writing courses, I was drawn to
one interesting teaching method described and hailed by Prof. Wang
Chuming from Guangdong University of Foreign Studies in the year 2001.
He has been one of the advocators for executing the Length Approach to
Writing. We shared much of the thinking in the practice of teaching
essay-writing for college students. Later he published several research
papers, and we exchanged some techniques and inspirations for campus-

1
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wide language learning. The biggest sorry is that we never met before the publication!

Up to the day I've been composing an idea that we need to compile in a book-form
the students’ work for the sake of instruction and institution. Year in and year out we are
getting hardened, and the only thing that endures is the writings that will never ever
fade.

Mao Jiguang
June 15, 2014



H

E—E4 BAKIE REHFSHL TR o 1
B BRBRHEGST A e 2
A BMOCTELMERIR  seeerererrrormerremminimmiiin. 3
HA HAUMAI B G e i 4
A AMEHF AR S BB (1L eveerorerrereserirnnininann 16
BEY MBI SRR BE R BIFT ooeeeoeeeenens 20

B A AR S v errrrrerere i 25
BT ZES W s 26
B R AR veveeeeerenerieiiiiiiiii e 37
BTAT HATTHR ceeeressniiie e 50
AT GEEIDIE ceererrsrrermriiii s 70
AT HEARDTEL e 80
BN PTHHBIIR cveverernrnm e 96
FLTT O OAEREE 109
AT T e 135
BHY FIEZIE  cecvrerrermnsirnniiniiiieiiii s 156
B OBETE e 170

EBoHS  FEAESLEHE everrrrrernsrrrrnintii . 191

54 BT T T P T P P PP PP PP PP PP PEP PP PTPPPPID 212

PRS2 corevrrresnmniiiiiii i e 215

TSR 3 werernnrerrnnritiiriiiiiiiiiir s e 217

PSR 4 eervrnrerrnsiiii e 219

S 5 vverennreneseetiii e 220

PSR 6 veevnereennreniiiiii i e 228

B IR corere e s 236



%_‘%5}':
“EIE R

RO &



F—1 REESEEEA

BT R R R A " IR B B4 5. BUF R R
W R EREIESER & . PR I 50 SO 897 3,
EAE AT PASE SR 1 . 2 A RO 5 5 — S e A, 2 RS A 5 1 L5
T AN BERERINE R . AT IR IR G E R A
T MEfR RO 1E .

(1) Y RICE WD, X S0 R ) BE SR A BT
(B JF R IGRIZ

(2) Z2HF T F i i 75 Rk 0 5t 5 A SR I 40 R A | KA
3k 2% Fl JEL ML A 75 A% kb Newsweek, Time, Life, Smithsonian,
China Daily, China Today; Discovery Channel %% .
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Points for Your Attention

(1) More attention could be paid to the enlargement of the English
vocabulary size. to the smart use of each word in its proper place, and to
the proportionate development in your depth of lexical knowledge and
employment.

(2) Pick and choose as much reading material as possible, make it a
rule by weekly copying and reading texts from Newsweek or Time for
extra-curriculum pleasure reading, and design listening hours by tuning
to the world leading radios like CNN, VOA, BBC live broadcasts and
surf the Internet for English video clips from the channels: Discovery or
Smithsonian.

(3) Be alert to the general working principles of natural sciences
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and cast an eye to their mechanics and the prompt of thinking mode.

(4) Put writing and translation from Chinese to English on the agenda and pool your
work and team teach one another by proof-reading the writing assignments so as to
materialize learning to learn.

(5) Consolidate the cultivation of doing debating by engaging yourself in in-class or
out-class activities. A clear and clean argumentation and elaboration help much to the goal
of a 20-minute consecutive elucidation.

AT RO MRSt faf i

H T R B E B R IE " EA P A R A OB . R R K
Sl oL F2 fRT R 21 F (Words on Actualizing the Length Approach to Writing) :
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— . WA E M E = # S4E (How to Write an Essay : General Advice)

Start early

As soon as you are given an essay question, begin your thinking. If you don’t. you
might miss useful information whilst doing other research. The television and radio often
have programs on topical issues which could be of use, if you don't already have some
ideas for your essay you could miss their usefulness. It is similar to the process when you
learn a new word: because you have actually looked it up. it then seems to appear more
often. This is because you hecome more sensitive to it, the same will happen with your
essay subject. :

Starting early also gives you the opportunity to draft and redraft your essay, talk to
someone else about it and get it typed up and ready to hand in on time. If you do your
essay the night before it is due in, it shows!

Collecting the material

It is important to collect information that is relevant. How? It is all too easy to dash
to the library, collect a huge pile of books and then browse aimlessly. You might learn
something. but you won’t get your essay done.

The best place to start is by quickly jotting down what you already know about the
question: you will probably know more than you realize. It helps to get you thinking about
the topic and may also give you some ideas to follow up.
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Purposeful reading

You need to adopt a strategic method: in order to read purposefully, formulate a set
of questions before you begin reading. As you read, more specific questions will arise and
you can look for the answers to these too. It is easy to do too much research and end up
getting confused by the facts and figures. Looking for the answers to predetermined
questions helps to avoid this.

Use varied sources of information

You will usually have a book list which will list the major sources of information for
your subject. Use the bibliographies in these books to extend your reading. You can refer
to your lecture notes, but don’t rely solely on these, as they are often a general overview
or could contain incorrect information if you have misunderstood something. The most
productive sources of information are often subject specific journals, the *broadsheet”
newspapers (e.g. The Guardian, The Independent, and The Observer) and ever
increasing on-line resources, such as the Internet. These publications often have specific
days in the week when they focus on issues such as business, society, law and so on.
They will not only give you solid up-to-date information on your subject, but they will
give you an indication of the style of writing which is required at this level.

Keep a notebook, record cards or data base

Jot down ideas, discussions. quotations or examples as you come across them. If you
don’t write them down, you will inevitably forget them when it comes to writing up time.
This tactic also frees your mind, because you are not trying to remember small points
which can block creative thinking. As an alternative, try using small record cards which
can be shuffled and sorted out as you plan and write up your essay. This can also be easily
done on a computer, but a computer is harder to carry around!

Record your sources

Your notebook should also be used to write down exact details of the sources of
information which you use. Failure to do this will result in wasted time re-looking for
information, frustration and even information being wasted because you can’t use it, due
to not being able to state the source.

A word on plagiarism

To do the above will help with this. If you use source material, either as a direct
quotation or as a summary in your own words, you must make a reference to it in your
text and give the full details in your bibliography. You must always credit the original
author, otherwise your lecturer will think you are trying to cheat or pass off someone
else’s idea as your own.

Understanding the question

When tutors set an essay question, they are trying to get you to show them how
much you know about a particular aspect of a subject, and if appropriate develop a
convincing argument. You must always answer the specific question set. Many students go
wrong because they don’t answer the question; they get side-tracked and focus on the
wrong aspect of the subject, or just write “all they know” about the subject.

Some essay briefs are more helpful than others. Some will just give a statement
followed by the word “discuss”. Others give structured details which guide you step by
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step through what is really required. Whichever type you find yourself tackling, checking
the assessment criteria can help you to see in what sort of depth you are required to
write. Think of your tutor as your audience, be strategic, and find out what your tutor
wants to know.

Getting down to writing

Even the most experienced writer can find a blank page daunting. The trick is to just
start writing. It doesn’t matter where you begin as long as what you write ends up in the
right place in the end. Just write, don’t worry about spelling and style. Get your first
thoughts down on paper. Once you have done this you can sort out your ideas using your
initial plan.

If you compose on a computer you can “cut and paste”, moving paragraphs around to
their final places in the essay. If you prefer pen and paper, leave a line or two between
ideas so you can physically “cut and paste”. Get the scissors and sticky tape out and cut
your essay up. Sitting on the floor with your work spread out around you can be useful at
this stage. As long as you end up with a beginning (the introduction), a middle (the body
of the essay), and an end (the conclusion), you won't go far wrong.

Your essay should follow this pattern:

An introduction should contain some comment on the topic of the essay — perhaps
definitions are needed, or some explanation of what you understand by the title. This
section should also state which aspects of the topic you intend to deal with and why.
Remember you are not writing a book, so you need to select a few main arguments to
support your answer to the question. Your introduction should consist of a guide to the
essay giving the reader a clear idea of what will follow and making it clear to your tutor
that you are going to answer the question set.

The body of the essay will take each of these main points and develop them with
examples and illustrations, using clearly defined paragraphs. This is where you will need
to think about the structure of your essay and make sure you follow a clear path through
to your conclusion. This section is where most writers go wrong, but if you plan carefully
you should have a direction for your essay before you start writing.

Your conclusion will summarize your main ideas. It might also be appropriate to give
a firm or tentative answer to the question. Or you may have chosen a question where you
need to suggest wider implications, or future trends. You could also suggest areas worthy
of further consideration. It is in this section that you can introduce your own views — as
long as they are based on the arguments you have developed earlier.

It can help to have some ided of the length of each section; the following is a very
rough guide, NOT A REGULATION.

Introduction 7 — 8% of total length

Conclusion 12 — 15% of total length

Style

Many students worry about their writing style but remember: your words express
your thoughts and if you've got a clear plan and a real grasp of the material, then you will
have very little trouble writing with clarity and coherence. It's much better to use clear
straightforward language, although there is a difference between written and spoken

6
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language. Don't use obscure or complex words or phrases for the sake of it, but avoid
slang and abbreviations. Generally, stick to shorter sentences, but remember to vary
these with some longer ones occasionally. The main objective is to be clear and concise so
that your reader can follow your argument, and is not distracted or irritated by irrelevant
padding.

Paragraphs

A paragraph normally deals with one topic or aspect of a central issue. Two paragraphs
may be on different topics but linked by that difference, you may have two paragraphs
dealing with cause and effect, or positive and negative aspects of one argument, or a
before and after situation. Sometimes, the first sentence of a paragraph is the “topic
sentence”, that is, it explains what the paragraph is about and gives the main theme.

Cohesion

The transition from one paragraph to another often presents some difficulty. but it is
essential to maintain continuity and give verbal signposts to your reader. Some common
linking words and phrases which can help you to do this are:

but, however, on the other hand, yet indicate CONTRAST

for example, that is indicate ILLUSTRATION

similarly, moreover, furthermore, in addition | indicate EXTENSION

therefore, consequently, as a result, thus indicate CONCLUSION
then, after that, ultimately indicate THE NEXT STEP
Referencing

Referencing within your work can be done in several ways. though most people now
favor the “Author, date” or “Harvard” referencing system. To use this, when you quote
from a book or other written source or summarize information in your own words, you
must put the author’s surname and the date of publication in the text like this:

According to Barnes (1996), there is a comprehensive guide to referencing
available in the library.

Or

There is a comprehensive guide to referencing available in the library (Barnes
1996).

At the end of your essay you should give a full list of the material you consulted to
complete your essay, a bibliography. If appropriate you should also list the organizations
and people you have contacted. This is useful to the reader and to you if you should need
to check back on points or take some of your ideas further. Referencing can be tricky; ask
your tutors which system they want you to use and check with someone early on that you
are doing it correctly.

Editing and proofreading

A review is essential even if it may not result in much rewriting. You might even get
a friend to listen while you read aloud, this can help a lot if you're worried about clumsy
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