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The Construction Of “Adjective + Object” in

Contemporary Chinese

Abstract

In contemporary Chinese. the construction of “Adjective + Object” ( “A
+0") is an unusual pattern, which has obtained widespread attention. In
recent years, as an innovative means of language. it is now more and more
prevalent and has become a hot topic. For many reasons, scholars haven't
reached an agreement on its syntax and semantics. So based on Prototype
Category, Construction Theory. Subjectivity and Subjectivisation Theory and
others, we will in depth examine the construction of “A -+ O” from the
perspective of syntax and semantics. The purpose of this study, is to fully
understand the “A-+ 0" construction overall and find the inner motivations of
its usage.

The dissertation is subdivided in seven chapters.

Chapter one (introduction) demonstrates the necessity to choose the
construction of “A+()” in contemporary Chinese as a research topic, and the
aim of the study as well as its approaches used. It refers to the current pieces
of research on the construction of *A~+0" and related causative problems.

Chapter two ( Theoretical preliminaries) reviews and summarizes the
linguistic theories referred to in the study, such as Prototype Theory,
Construction Theory, Subjectivity. Subjectivisation and others. This builds
the theoretical foundation of our research.

Chapter three determines the quantity and type of * Adjectives + Object”

constructions. On the basis of closed range quantitative statistics, subcategories of



the adjectives with objects are established. Then the study is carried out from
the perspective of syllable, semantics and situation.

Chapter four relers to the motivations for shaping the construction of A
+0”, This problem is discussed from two sides; Outer and inner motivations
in language systems. The outer motivations mainly include philosophical and
cognitive reasons, whereas the inner factors comprise parts of speech, seman-
ticss syntax and pragmatics. Then the construction of “A-+ 0" is contrasted
with the patterns of “Vt+0" and “Vi+0”,

Chapter five refers to the study of the construction of “A i +O”. In
this chapter, the A, ... 15 taken as the subclass of adjectives with object and
examined in depth. First, considering the construction of * A . + 0O as a
“Construction”, it is analyzed from where the meaning of causative originates
and furthermore, certain semantic features of elements in the construction of
“Asae T Q7 are examined. Second, the construction of “A.ue T O is
compared to the Shi-sentence in contemporary Chinese and the construction of
* A TO7 in ancient Chinese.

Chapter six illustrates the expression of Subjective in the construction of
“A -+ O”. First, it briefly introduces the current research on Subjective.
Then, emphasis is put on different ways showing the Subjective of the con-
struction of “A+ 0", and the semantic features of subjective in the construc-
tion of “A-+0” are discussed.

Chapter Seven (conclusion) summarizes the most important aspects of

this dissertation and puts forward subsequent issues for future research.

Key words: syntax; construction of “A-+0"; mutual inclusion on seman-

tics; causative; Prototype; Construction Theory; Subjectivity
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