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A man must first sharpen his tools if he is going to excel his business.
— Confucius
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Language Learning

e R

Tell me and I’ll forget. Show me, and I may not remember. Involve me, and I’ll
understand.

\ o e — Native American Saying

P gy i s vk e v i S

Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached to it. Each
statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the
information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a
letter. Answer the questions by marking the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet.



Five Rules of Speaking English Fluently

1. Don’t study grammar too much.

This rule might sound strange to many ESL(English as a second language) students, but it is one of
the most important rules. If you want to pass examinations, then study grammar. However, if you want
to become fluent in English, then you should try to learn English without studying the grammar.

. [A] Studying grammar will only slow you down and
confuse you. You will think about the rules when creating
sentences instead of naturally saying a sentence like a native.
Remember that only a small fraction of English speakers know
more than 20% of all the grammar rules. Many ESL students
know more grammar than native speakers. I can confidently
say this with experience. I am a native English speaker,
majored in English Literature, and have been teaching English
for more than 10 years. However, many of my students know
more details about English grammar than I do. I can easily
look up the definition and apply it, but I don’t know it off the
top of my head.

2, Learn and study phrases.

Many students learn vocabulary and try to put many words together to create a proper sentence.
It amazes me how many words some of my students know, but they cannot create a proper sentence.
The reason is because they didn’t study phrases. When children learn a language, they learn both
words and phrases together. Likewise, you need to study and learn phrases.

[B] If you know 1,000 words, you might not be able to say 1 correct sentence. But if you know 1
phrase, you can make hundreds of correct sentences. If you know 100 phrases, you will be surprised
at how many correct sentences you will be able to say. Finally, & %
when you know only 1,000 phrases, you will be almost a fluent
English speaker.

The English Speaking Basics section is a great example of
making numerous sentences with a single phrase. So don’t spend
hours and hours learning many different words. Use that time to
study phrases instead and you will be closer to English fluency.

Don’t translate.

[C] When you want to create an English sentence, do not
translate the words from your mother tongue. The order of words
is probably completely different and you will be both slow and
incorrect by doing this. Instead, learn phrases and sentences so you
don’t have to think about the words you are saying. It should be
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automatic.

3. Reading and listening is NOT enough. Practice speaking
what you hear!

Reading, listening, and speaking are the most important
aspects of any language. The same is true for English. However,
speaking is the only requirement to be fluent. It is normal for
babies and children to learn speaking first, become fluent, then
start reading, then writing. So the natural order is listening,

speaking, reading, then writing.

First Problem

[D] Isn’t it strange that schools across the world teach reading
first, then writing, then listening, and finally speaking? Although it
is different, the main reason is because when you learn a second language, you need to read material
to understand and learn it. So even though the natural order is listening, speaking, reading, then
writing, the order for ESL students is reading, listening, speaking, then writing,

Second Problem

[E]l The reason many people can read and listen is because that’s all they practice. But in order to
speak English fluently, you need to practice speaking. Don’t stop at the listening portion, and when you
study, don’t just listen. Speak out loud the material you are listening to and practice what you hear.
Practice speaking out loud until your mouth and brain can do it without any effort. By doing so, you
will be able to speak English fluently.

4. Submerge yourself.

[F] Being able to speak a language is not related to how smart you are. Anyone can learn how to
speak any language. This is a proven fact by everyone in the world. Everyone can speak at least one
language. Whether you are intelligent, or lacking some brain power, you are able to speak one
language.

This was achieved by being around that language at all times. In your country, you hear and speak
your language constantly. You will notice that many people who are good English speakers are the ones
who studied in an English speaking school. They can
speak English not because they went to an English
speaking school, but because they had an
environment where they can be around English
speaking people constantly.

There are also some people who study abroad
and learn very little. That is because they went to an
English speaking school, but found friends from
their own country and didn’t practice English.

[G] You don’t have to go anywhere to become a
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fluent English speaker. You only need to surround yourself with English. You can do this by making
rules with your existing friends that you will only speak English. You can also carry around an iPod
and constantly listen to English sentences. As you can see, you can achieve results by changing what

your surroundings are. Submerge yourself in English and you will learn several times faster.

5. Study correct material.

[H] A common phrase that is incorrect is, “Practice makes perfect.” This is far from the truth.
Practice only makes what you are practicing permanent. If you practice the incorrect sentence, you
will have perfected saying the sentence incorrectly. Therefore, it is important that you study material
that is commonly used by most people.

[1] Another problem I see is that many students study the news. However, the language they speak
is more formal and the content they use is more political and not used in regular life. It is important to
understand what they are saying, but this is more of an advanced lesson that should be studied after
learning the fundamental basics of English.

[J] Studying English with a friend who is not a native English speaker is both good and bad. You
should be aware of the pros and cons of speaking with a non native speaking friend. Practicing with a
non native person will give you practice. You can also motivate each other and point out basic mistakes.
But you might pick up bad habits from one another if you are not sure about what are correct and
incorrect sentences. So use these practice times as a time period to practice the correct material you
studied.

In short, study English material that you can trust, that is commonly used, and that is correct.

1. After learning the basic English, you can study English news, for it is at a high level. (Paragraph
Wi )

2. To speak English fluently, you’d better practice reading the material out loud until you blurt out.
(Paragraph ) '

3. Although many ESL students know much grammar, they can’t speak fluent English because too much
grammar bewilders them. (Paragraph )

4. It’s wrong to translate the words from your mother tongue when you want to make up a sentence.

(Paragraph )

5. The best way is to immerse yourself in an English environment you are trying to create. (Paragraph

)

6. Practicing English with a non-native speaker has advantages and disadvantages. (Paragraph
el -Eoetl 1)

7. Whether you are smart can not decide your ability to learn a language. (Paragraph )
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8. The proverb “Practice makes perfect.” is not always true. (Paragraph )

9. Phrase learning will help you to be a fluent English speaker. (Paragraph )

10. The order of language learning for ESL students is different from the natural order. (Paragraph
et _uoi )

! Background Information

1.ESL JEBHEFIBRE
ESL 243 BHEAIEIEHEEEMEAE IES MBS I BN LW GRE, RIVEZEAH
BHEEERXRKEMLER—IESRE. BdS ESL Fik, EEAMTUREESKE, &
ALV AR AL T 30E MR A S RSO, B CIE S K TR 2 A8 IR A 75 305 B
FKHE], EERKFE. ERREHIX, ESL RMERYEE, =2 EHE R EEE, SN
—EeE [ PRESMANEEE .

2. Practice makes perfect. BAREATY.
XR—AE)IEE.

The passage is about some rules of speaking English fluently. One of the most important rules is
“_1 ”. You are confused by grammar and forget how to say a sentence like a native. The second,
‘when children learn a language, they learn both __ 2  together. Likewise, you need to study and learn
phrases. The third, speak out loud the material you are listening to and practice what you hear. Practice
speaking out loud until __ 3 . The fourth, _ 4  yourself in‘English. Last, study English material that
youcan _ 5 , that is commonly used, and that is correct.

- Careful Reading ({F4##i%)

Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some questions or
unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A, B, C and D. You should decide
on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet.

| _ Passage One

Learning to play a musical instrument can change your brain, with a US review finding music

training can lead to improved speech and foreign language skills.
Although it has been suggested in the past that listening to Mozart or other classical music could
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make you smarter, there has been little evidence to show that music boosts (#27) brain power.

But a data-driven review by Northwestern University has pulled together research that links
musical training to learning that spills over into skills including language, speech, memory, attention
and even vocal (7)) emotion.

Researcher Nina Kraus said the data strongly
suggested that the neural (FZ2[f)) connections made
during musical training also primed the brain for other
aspects of human communication.

“The effect of music training suggests that, akin to(
fe4F) physical exercise and its impact on body fitness,
music is a resource that tones the brain for auditory fitness
and thus requires society to re-examine the role of music

in shaping individual development,” the researchers said
in their study.

Kraus said learning musical sounds could enhance the brain’s ability to adapt and change and
also enable the nervous system to provide a scaffolding of patterns that are important to learning,.

The study, published in Nature Reviews Neuroscience, looked at the explosion of research in
recent years focused on the effects of music training on the nervous system which could have strong
implications for education.

The study found that playing an instrument primes the brain to choose what is relevant in a
complex process that may involve reading or remembering a score, timing issues and coordination
with other musicians.

“A musician’s brain selectively enhances information-bearing elements in sound,” Kraus said in a
statement. “In a beautiful interrelationship between sensory (/BE ) and cognitive CIAZIH])
processes, the nervous system makes associations between complex sounds and what they mean.”

The study reviewed literature showing, for example, that musicians are more successful than
non-musicians in learning to incorporate sound patterns for a new language into words.

1. What’s the passage mainly about?
A. Music training can improve communication and language skills.
B. Classic music could boost brain power.
C. The effects of music training on the nervous system.

D. Society should attach importance to the role of music.

2. What does the author think of Mozart or other classic music?
A. Many pregnant women listen to classic music.
B. Classic music can boost brain power.
C. We are not sure whether or not it can make us smarter.

D. We should spend more time finding the evidence.

3. Why is our society supposed to re-examine the role of music?
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A. Music has impact on auditory fitness.

B. Music will enhance brain activity and hearing.

C. Music can perfectly shape individual development.
D. Music has strong implications for education.

4. The research mainly analyzes the effect of music training on
A. communication, hearing, reaction and nerve
B. language, sense, cognition and hearing
C. speech, sense, education and brain
D. language, attention, memory and speech

5. According to the last paragraph, musicians are more successful than non-musicians in
A. spelling words according to sounds in a foreign language
B. linking sound patterns to words in a new language
C. enhancing information-bearing elements in sound
D. knowing what the complex sounds mean

auditory: a. connected with hearing W3]
- the limits of the human auditory range A E-Wr % Vi Bl £ PR /&5
2. The study found that playing an instrument primes the brain to choose what is relevant in a complex

process that may involve reading or remembering a score, timing issues and coordination with other
musicians. ‘
WHRIL, EERFREEARESROEET A MMERBMRES, X—EREETRE
BREFEEICHE . T &5 HA R IR &%
relevant: a.
@ closely connected with the subject you are discussing or the situation you are thinking about %
AR, VIRRRY
Do you have the relevant experience?
REMRIE g ?
@ having ideas that are valuable and useful to people in their lives and work B HHMEAT, HE XK
Her novel is still relevant today.
W R MBS RAGEIEE L.

3. ... musicians are more successful than non-musicians in learning to incorporate sound patterns for a
new language into words.
------ HEEH RPAK—FFEES KRS S BRI IR 58 T RER L F RIIZGKA
incorporate sth. into sth.: to include sth. so that it forms a part of sth. ¥§------GFEFEN, B, WL,
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