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Preface to Indologica et Studia Indica

Reminiscence brings me back to July, 2008, on the eve of my graduation,
when I confided in Prof. Jens-Uwe Hartmann, my supervisor and director of
Institute for Indoloy and Tibetology, University of Munich, about the institution
I was to work for. Thereat, the academic climate featured idle talk and
disciplines that “advanced with time”, while Indology, with Philology as basis,
remained a waste land. Prof. Hartmann consoled me with a contrary fact that
“only on the waste land could dull roots be stirred with spring rain”. Upon the
words, I vowed a pranidhana vis-a-vis my supervisor — that I would establish
Indology as a discipline in my homeland. That was an era when many of my
natives flaunted with over-optimism, and embraced the future with wishful
expectations. I was, sadly, of no difference among the Possessed.

The lapse of past seven year has, for me, shed light upon the cruel fact
that the ambition is but a destined delusion, “bounded in the nutsheil and
seeing no infinite space”. The significance Indology has hoarded over last
two centuries in Western academia, would eclipse its ephemeral survival in
my homeland. Meanwhile, Indology in the West is suffering an inevitable
decline, proclaiming a deviation from the moral of idyllic past — an upshot
of postmodern context — and is dwindling towards the end of Indian Study, a
sub-branch of area studies in foreseeable future.

Albeit scarcely, there are scholars who share “one equal temper of
heroic hearts” for this discipline — in whatever reclame it may be labeled.
The series of publications - Indologica et Studia Indica — would be up in the
clouds without the strenuous efforts of the Center for Gandhian and Indian
Studies, Fudan University. Hereby, I lay bare a yearning heart for a Sarana
for excellent works of Indology.

Liu Zhen, at Fudan University
In the summer of Year 2015
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