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"It is a loss to visit Suzhou without seeing the Tiger Hill."

— Su Shi of the Song Dynasty
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Bird's-eye view of the Tiger Hill.



.‘\\?‘
v a2
i} i‘”«"?&'%;ﬁ

o
@ )i+

A, Sae,
4] 1%
AR L B T (T 44 MB.'“

23 WTEL A
e 10

’ :"'* 5 ‘.‘\v‘

ﬁﬂ BE  Morning glow.




A )

23 P
i




Yy
\\?:,,',‘-‘ 'L \

3

4
3

Spring




E  Summer




%ﬂ Autumn




e (:
Tiger Hill. The No.1 Sight in Suzhou

£ Winter

=



" Preface by Xu Wentao

‘?

PRbr, ACGHIRIKSNEALTY, ARl ar, SRR, REAE R, TR
75, J1 “RPE—ZRE”. BERFELAK, ZFICE, BAKRE KR,
PR NS W PR L ARSI “ KRR &1, B WA B i, shpe e, T
AKPWAR” o RACKCEEDRE BN AUER . TS pse2eim
BE45,

PRFr, JEAAMHER L. AEERKNIY, RERBEZET UL, 5 H e EHE
b R HIIDTIAN, — &KL —E . $5gam b, BEdbist s H
AlREz. REZEFEM T, ANk a b, BEKRSIT o, KIESR T,
MAURRSR 5, BRRCR T, REES T, IR T, B R
THe, ESAGE TR . AR IEE 6, WA =487, “JUE” Z k. Hf
“HRINZIE, AR, T2 H WZEIEEE, HeT9], —4at; -
JI RS- TeETH, 4 SIhEieE, igRs, o =#h”, X
FREER “HHA. HE. AW. B, BER. 5E. BEkI#K. HEA. &
Y7, ZIEIVE . FEAL, SHMAEN, 8B4, HEHMEE, A

PRIL, WJLEEXEE, DIEWSE. £AIC 1949 48, IHIFEE M ANEZAFTLE,
AR Z F53 o NI i ae N RILFIE LS, BOFHUK K B K E R T T



D 1 - 4
Tiger Hill, The No.1 Sight in Suzhou

i, #EE TR, PRESE TR b, AR, BEMN, s, 2%
SR

Slmpe e, LR INVEBRET R, EACH G, FAI/ MW AZ MRZE
R T, iEEARE, FARMEEB TN EBHOR R, 5% e,
EALS N HR! E)HS AT, AT UGER 2 8.

WAES K, TR IEAAKWK T B R SCHMOANBEE, =2 ABEH . 22701998 4F 7
HIRARTES, PR A et A - S XS ik i DX AR Vi i, ME SR S miiE, Al
—IZ R S, PRI RS XA AR AN Z 7, BIEIAZE, SLTEFE.
WFLAREE S 3=, DA “ILgsFE ™. “AR Vit . KRB EIR” . “AlHhBH” . “R
JFE . CEHERT . “IDRFR” . CERAFET . BRI, BLA <2 Bt
B CIDBRER”. PR, B 190 &xlE. REAR, FEPARE & i
7t REAEFOREE, mPkITYE, i1, fREiNiEt. EiEJLE, v RN,
R BLE . LY. W PR e AR =)
Y

20004 1 H



¥

Preface by Xu Wentao

PREFACE

Steep cliffs, deep ravines, mysterious spring waters, the towering pagoda, and luxuriant forest are all converged in the
Tiger Hill, to the northwest of the city of Suzhou, and made the place "No. 1 historical site in the Wu Region". Celebrities
and scholars since the Jin and Tang Dynasties who frequented the Tiger Hill have left many poems and inscriptions about
the hill, which made the hill even better known. So exclaimed Zhu Yuan of the Southern Dynasties when he climbed up the
hill: "Most of the famous mountains do not look so sublime as they are professed to be, but the Tiger Hill appears really
better than you hear of it." To this day, the comment by Su Shi, great literary figure of the Song Dynasty, is still being
quoted: "it is a loss to visit Suzhou without seeing the Tiger Hill."

Originally known as Haiyong Hill, the hill got its present name from the legend that in the Spring and Autumn Period,
after King He Lu of Wu State was buried on the hill, there appeared a white tiger crouching on the hill. Hence the name.
Behind the temple entrance is a stream around the hill. Along the steps up the hill, numerous historical relics meet the eye:
the tomb of the King of Wu underneath a pond, the rock on which Reverend Monk Sheng used to preach, the pond in which
Emperor of the Qin attempted to unearth the swords, the spring well sunk by Monk Han Han on the front slope of the hill,
the Gushing Spring of Monk Xiang Shi in the back of the hill, the well of spring which Lu Yu once tasted to judge the
quality, the rock on which King Wu tested his sword, the creek where the Taoist priest Qing Yuan used to raise cranes, the
tomb of the Virtuous Lady by the hill path, the treasures found inside the pagoda atop the hill, and so forth. People in the
past summed up the beauty of the hill into "three wonders and nine seasonal changes". The first wonder is that a mere
mound at first glance, the hill surprises one in the ascent with mountain ridges and sheer cliffs. Secondly, the hill
commands both a distant view of the city and a panorama of natural scenery round. The third wonder is the Sword Pond
with deep and clear water in the ravine of cloud shredded mountain. The "nine seasonal changes" are: the moon-lit night,
snowy days, rainy days, hazy hours, the vibrant spring, summer, the refreshing autumn, the season of fallen leaves, and the
sunset, which are most appropriate times to feel the allurement of the scenery.

The Tiger Hill has its past glories as well as repeated devastation. By 1949, instead of a bustling haunt for visitors, it

had fallen into deplorable desolation. It is after the founding of the People's Republic of China that the Tiger Hill is
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restored to its former grandeur through renovations with large funds allocated by the government. The dilapidated leaning

pagoda was repaired and secured, and the cultural treasures saved from destruction. All the historical relics are now under
protection, and trees of rare species and flowers grow luxuriantly all over the hill.

Along the 7-li meandering Shantang Canal, which approaches the foot of the Tiger Hill and gives additional charm to
the hill, can be seen the green waters, white walls, dark roof-tiles, and houses with curved eaves under weeping willows,
and the distant pagoda glowing in mist and herons gliding in the sky. The picturesque scene is further enlivened by the
annual fair and flower show in the area, which imparts an atmosphere of prosperous folklore.

A lot has been written in praise of the Tiger Hill by famous poets and scholars since ancient times. A special honor of
distinction was added to the Tiger Hill in July 1998, when the hill was officially listed as one of the first ten model scenic
spots of tourist attraction in China. For a long time, however, it was felt regrettable that no albums of photos of the Tiger
Hill had ever been published. The Scenic Area Administration of the Tiger Hill has thus undertaken to compile the current
album, with concerted efforts from various quarters, to make a long cherished dream come true. Focused on the historical
sites of the hill, the album is divided into eleven chapters: "the Monastery Hidden in the Hill", "the Traces of Reverend
Monk Sheng", "Spring underneath Clouds in a Breezing Ravine", "the Scenery under Moonlight", "Paintings by the Hand

"non

of Nature", "the Mountain Villas in Luxuriant Verdure", "the Cherished Souls over the Divine Hill", "the Magnolias and
Forest of Whispering Pines", "the Mystery Unraveled from the Ancient Pagoda", "the Customs and Entertainment Today",
and "the Cultural Flavor along Shantang Canal”. The 190-odd photos with an appendix of brief account of the historical
relics on the hill and a sketch map of the entire premises give the reader a complete picture to savor and to tour the famous

site at home. It also adds a worthy book to the reader's collection. It is indeed a great treat to read it after a tour of the hill.

Xu Wentao
January 2000
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Monastery Hidden in the Hill
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"The old abbot ordered the monastery gate
to be locked up at sunset for fear of the
hill being moved away."

—— Gao Qi of the Ming Dynasty
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Screen wall with the inscription "Splendor of the Surging Seas".



