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Tong Kam-tang

Hong Kong is a cosmopolitan city where Eastern or Western culture and arts can have different
developments at the same time. Thus, the Hong Kong Visual Arts Yearbook takes account of
different types and categories regarding the collection of related research essays. This edition
of Yearbook is including six different articles in the section of “Essays”, which embodying this

characteristic.

Since there is quite a number of “hybrid” artwork in Hong Kong cultural art practices, it has always
brought disturbance in classification. Frank Vigneron writes an article entitled “A Piaget group for
Hong Kong: A relational model to define present art practices in Hong Kong” with the perspective
of art history research, trying to use the structure of Rosalind Krauss’ “Piaget group” theory for
reference to solve this complicated problem. Though it is not a new theory, it is believed that more

studies and discussions can be brought up.

The political and social nature of art, and the relationship between art, politic and society have
always been hot topics. The contemporary art practitioners in Hong Kong are deeply concerned
about the issue these years, and there was an increasing trend in artists participating and organizing
parades. The Ai Weiwei incident in 2011 triggered 2,000 art practitioners to participate in the “Art
Citizens March”, which was an important and eye-catching event in the Hong Kong art. “Artists
Taking to the Streets! 423 Art Citizens March and its Revelations”, an article written by Wen Yau

contains the narration and commentary of this incident.

Hong Kong is a place of little land with many people, the living space has always been seriously
insufficient. It is doubtless that the art working space is under more pressure. “The Rise and Fall of
Hong Kong's Artists’ Villages: A Virtual Interview in a Parallel Universe”, an “interview” written by

Lam Ka man Carmi is an conclusion about this problem.

Compared with Western art, Chinese traditional artists are more introvert and low profile, especially
the master artists. They devote their lives in art, feeling content and living a life that holds them
aloof from the world. To these master artists who are extremely experienced and talented with
extraordinary achievements in art but not well-known by people, we should certainly pay more

attention to them. This is one of the important editorial directions of the Yearbook.

Li Yan-shan was a leading figure in landscape paintings and he had a very in-depth study of tradition.
He moved from Guangdong and stayed in Hong Kong after the civil war until he passed away in the
1960s. In the summer of 2011, the Hong Kong Museum of Art held an exhibition entitled “A Passion
for Tradition: The Art of Li Yanshan” and displayed his representative work A Land Untarnished.
Tong Yu writes an article entitled “Between Worldly and Otherworldly: Li Yanshan’s A Land
Untarnished”, through an in-depth study towards this painting, he gives a very good supplement and
analysis to the life and friends of Li.

Tsang Wing-kwong was a scholarly artist who good at calligraphy and seal carving. As he always
maintaining a low profile there were very few discussions and studies about his art. His student
Sophia Law writes an article entitled “The Spirit of ‘Taking Recreation in Art’: The Pursuit of Art by
Tsang Wing-kwong” which gives an in-depth and comprehensive discussion about Tsang’s life and art.
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Tong Chek-sing was a pragmatic artist, a seal carver who works hard behind the scenes with
extraordinary skills carving on different materials. Besides seal carving, Tong was also good at carving
on scholars’ objects. “A Brief Account of Tong Chekssing and His Seal-carving Art”, an article written

by his good friend Tang Wai-hung Thomas, contains a very good introduction of Tong’s life and art.

Including this year’s edition, 11 editions of the Yearbook have been published successfully. We would
like to extend sincere gratitude again for the sponsorship of the Hong Kong Arts Development
Council and the support and assistance of all the individuals, organizations and groups. In addition,
we are looking forward for more criticisms and opinions which help the Yearbook to improve

continuously! (Translated by Leung On-ying Cherry)
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