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POSTSCRIPT

Shamian, as a state—class historic conservation area, is attracling visitors from all directions all year round with
its unique European—style humanity environment.

The Guangzhou Municipal Archives, Liwan District Archives have compiled this book according to our
collections and the vast date collecting, so that the readers can use it as a reference to learn about Shamian, to
reach some sentiment and realization, or 1o taste the lingering charm of the architectural art through the space of
history and reality, antiquity and fad.

During the process of compiling and publishing this book, we received the strong support from Guangdong
Provineil Archives, Guangzhon Municipal Urban Construction Archives Mansion, Shamian Community Committee
Office, Lingnan Portrail. Whole Journey Design Company and the help and direction from Zhou Junrong, and
we together express our heartfelt thanks here. We have referred 1o the books "Greal Events of Shameen" by the
Library of Hong Kong Chinese University, Arclives of Shameen Modern Outstanding Architecture Conservation by
Guangzhou Urban Planning Reconnaissance Design Institute and The Architectural Arts of A.W. Purnell and the
Modern Soctety of Lingnan published by Guang Dong People's Publishing House, ele. Please [eel free to contac

us, if you have any ideas or suggestions on this book.

The compilers

October 2012
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Il the White Swan Pond is compared to a width of dark green silk, then Shamian (literally means sandy
surface, used 10 be known as Shameen before 1949) is like a block of jadeite. Numerous stories are imprinted on
the later generations’ memaries through its various color and luster.

Shameen, originally an alluvion washed by the Pearl River. lies 1o the north of the White Swan Pond. During
the 2nd Opium War in the 9th Year of Emperor Xianfeng of the Qing Dynasty (1859), Britain and France leased
Shameen by the excuse that the old chambers of Thirteen Hongs had been burned down. They employed workers
to mend and fix the river bank. fill the river and build the foundation, hence the Shameen lIsland. By the beginning
of the 20th century, all the public facilities in the Shameen Concessions had heen completed, including the
consulates, churches, banks, firms, posi—offices, lelegraph offices, hospitals, hotels, clubs and residences. Most
of the residents were employees of the [oreign consulates, banks, firms and foreign clerks of customs, as well as
missionaries. When the 2nd World War ended in 1945, the Shameen Concessions were returned to China.

Since the foundation of the People's Republic of China, the architectures in European style on the island have

been duly preserved. In 1983, White Swan Hotel, the first hotel of five—star level in China, rose above the clouds

SECHELLAEE

adeite by the White Swan Pond —Sh
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HISTORY OF SEDIMENTATION
THE FORMING OF THE SHAMEEN CONCESSIONS

Early in the 18th century, Canton (old spelling of Guangzhou) became an important base of foreign
trade for the Qing Regime. Especially in the 22nd Year of Emperor Qianlong (A.D. 1757), the Qing Regime
kept Canton solely as the foreign trade port of China, historically called "The Canton Systerm".

At that time the place for foreign trade was called Thirteen Hongs, located by the Peal River on the
southwest outside Guangzhou city, During the 2nd Opium War in December 1856, citizens in Guangzhou
burned down the foreign mansions of Thirteen Hongs. In January the following year. the British army
landed from Xihao (the West Trench), setting fire on the mansions of the neighboring foreign firms as well
as the private houses as their revenge. In November, the Britain—France Allied Forces occupied the west
area of Honam opposite the city, besieging Guangzhou. After the 2nd Opium War, Britain and France
decided 1o rent a piece of land where they could rebuild their firm mansions.

In September 1861, the British Consul in Guangzhou and the Governor—General of Guangdong and
Guangxi Provinees concluded and signed "the Shameen Lease Agreement", and Shameen formally became
a foreign concession. But actually as early as the 2nd half of the year 1859, the British had begun the
construction project, demolishing the original defense of the city. and using manpower to dig a 40-meter—
wide, 1200-meter—long Shakee Canal. The 5 to 6-foot=high dvkes were made of granite and filled with
river sand. so the Shameen Island was formed. The project cost in total 325,000 pounds. and all was paid
with the war reparations by the Qing Regime. The British government was responsible for the 4/5 project
while the French the 1/5. Ever since then with Shameen Street One as the boundary, the 4/5 part from
east to west belonged 1o the British Concession, and the 1/5 from west to east to the French Concession.
Sinee 1861, the British Concession's land was auctioned. Those who got the land were granted the contract
certificates from the UK, the service span being 99 years.

During more than half a century after the 2nd Opium War, Britain, France and other countries gained a
lot of privileges ai Shameen Island, having founded the Consultes of Canton and financial organizations. As

a result Shameen became a special region influencing Guangzhou as well as the South China.
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Navy battalion stationed in Figure (old spelling of Guangdong)

Navy Camp on garrison duty (part). The map was probably drawn
from the last years of Emperor Daoguang to the first vears of Emperor
Xianfeng. namely after the st Opium War till the breakout of the
2nd Opium War. The location of later Shameen now had a Xingu
West fort of the local Qing Dynasty Army. It is obvious that the
place was a strategic point of Canton city defense.



NEE L R ] A distant view of Shameen from the White Swan Pond.

BOE WIS, R O A L MR 2 4R This was an export painting of the Qing Dynasty:steamers, sailing
VR P AT YR A B SR A AT hoats, small sampans gathering there: there were only several

huildings within the British Concession at Shameen, and it was in its

initial exploitation stage.
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19304E b [ A 4A 1 A An aerial photo of Shameen in 1930,
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