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our aim? It is to spare no effort to preserve current world heritage enduringly and make it
play a more and more important part in sustainable social development; it is to steadily
expand our team engaged in world heritage undertakings and make it exert a model role so
as to push forward the cause of cultural heritage conservation in all aspects; it is to make our
meaningful and rich cultural sights and marvelous natural sights important contents of sus-
tainable social development; it is to benefit not only Chinese but also people worldwide, not
only be of benefit to our generation, but also treasures to the future generations forever.

What is our principle ? It is the heritage protection principles which are internation-
ally acknowledged and relevant law and rules in our country. All these have been included
in the "Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage"
(World Heritage Convention) and China cordially became a signatory of the World Heritage
Convention. Among these principles and rules, there are rules concerning authenticity and
integrity; principles related to environmental sights, scientific consultative systems; a series
of discussion and decision-making procedures which must be abided by. These principles
and rules are derived from experiences and lessons from both home and abroad and explo-
ration made by forerunners during the past 200 years. Therefore, they greatly deserve our
further research and observance, indeed, further improvement and innovation should be
made basing on fully mastering what we have achieved at present.

In what way can we accomplish this? In my view, we should follow the following
steps. Firstly, Scientific management scheme is of primary importance. Those existing world
heritages for which we haven't enacted comprehensive, long-range programs which can
meet the demand of world heritage protection and management must make up for it as soon
as possible. For those world heritages whose management work is poor, further improve-
ment must be made to perfect it. Furthermore, we must be fully aware of the fact that man-
agement scheme, as a kind of protection and management code which is examined and
approved by appropriate legislation, must be observed strictly by that world heritage site.
Any changes to the management scheme should be in conformity to relevant legal procedure.
Hereafter, any world heritage site without well-planned management scheme will have no
opportunity of being registered on the "World Heritage List". Registration should also fol-
low a well-planned procedure. In accordance with detailed rules of the "World Heritage
Convention", when a national government proposes its World Heritage Tentative List, the
World Heritage Commission chooses nominees and places them on a provisional list. The
nominees on the list are kept for a period of 5-10 years. Considering the real situation of
registration, it seems obviously impractical if we add more world heritage nominees
unrestrictedly. Consequently, a registration scheme suitable for contemporary circumstances
both at home and abroad must be formulated. The Heritage sites proposed must be limited

in appropriate numbers; besides, they must be typical and must emphasize in embodying



Shoulder Heavy Responsibilities, Jointly

Creating Resplendence
— Development of China's World Heritage Undertakings

Shan Jixiang

With more and more rapid development of human civilization, along with incessant
evolvement of natural environment, our planet presents a quickly changing appearance.
This planet, which changes with each passing day, is beset with a passel of diamond-like
everlasting shining historical sights. These sights, which vividly record footprints left be-
hind by human society progress and dramatic changes happening in the nature after an
elapse of years, are no other than our world heritage.

Up to now, the cause of world heritage has achieved a lot in both China and the whole
world. Now people have already been examining the global strategy of the career in world
heritage and paying more attention to the current situation and improvement of preservation
and management, to capacity building and talents training, to more profound theoretical
research, to technological advancement and more effective international cooperation. In
addition, more satisfying representativeness and balance of world heritage have been
emphasized. In 2000, “Caris Decision” was passed by the World Heritage Committee.
“Caris Decision” made some tentative resolutions aiming at above-mentioned focuses and
set a temporal quota system for heritage registration whose deadline will be the end of this
year. That is, from Year 2002 to 2004, for those countries which has already been in posses-
sion of world heritage sights could at most submit one new world heritage application project
within one year. On the other hand, an upsurge in registration as new world heritage has
been in the ascendant in many countries. Under such circumstances, the 28th Session of the
World Heritage Committee will be held in Suzhou, China from 28 June to 7 July 2004.
During this session, “Caris Decision” will be evaluated completely and a more positive and
comprehensive new resolution will be made. It is the first time for China to host the session
of the World Heritage Committee, therefore, no matter for China or for the whole world, it
marks an important historical stage for the cause of world heritage. At such a significant
moment, a book titled "China’s World Heritage" Compiled by the China Cultural Heritage
Newspaper Office comes out. In response to the request proposed by my colleagues in the
newspaper office, I feel deeply duty-bound to preface the book. On such a festive occasion,
I rashly finished the present paper to simply discuss the prospect of the world heritage
undertakings in our country.

Undoubtedly, with much recognition from our Party and government, with strong sup-
port and firm leadership, with favorable well-off situation in China, with our people's en-
thusiastic attention and participation, with arduous effort made by experts from various
fields and conservation management workers, with the worldwide advancement of the world
heritage undertakings, we believe China's world heritage undertakings are bound to step
into new resplendence. Nevertheless, the progression of this resplendent cause should be
guided and guaranteed by long-range aims and scientific principles, should be achieved by

dedication spirit and painstaking work, and should be pursued by joint solidarity. What is



be established at the supervisory unit of each world heritage site; operators should be spe-
cially assigned for such a task, outlay should be offered and equipment should be supplied;
feedback check-up should be done in time by supervisory units of different levels in order
that we could investigate into various existing problems and deal with them accordingly;
meanwhile, the periodic monitoring report plan formulated by the World Heritage Commit-
tee should be carried out strictly. A national itinerate organization will be established to
implement the itinerate system so as to improve monitoring system.

The fifth step is to establish and gradually strengthen professional consultation system.
Experts with great academic attainment and morality as well as being able to serve the role
of a strictly demanding disciplinarian will be retained to establish the National World Heri-
tage Professional Consultation Committee and formulate corresponding regulations and
stipulations. Hereafter, any important matters concerning world heritage registration,
monitoring, protection, management and utilization should be first demonstrated by the
Professional Consultation Committee, then decision will made by corresponding manage-
ment departments according to the conclusion drawn by the committee and relevant law
and regulations.

The sixth is to exert greater efficacy. The efficacy of world heritage is omnifarious
such as political, economic, spiritual and material efficacy. We should forever place its
social benefit, its fundamental role of serving sustainable development of human society
and heritage conservation at the first place. On the premise of this, we should also actively
exert efficacy of various kinds and make it not only benefit local residents but also benefit
the whole country, the whole world and bring benefit to our posterity. Frankly speaking,
comparing with some countries with both ancient civilization and advanced modern
civilization, what we have done in this regard has not fulfilled our wish. It is required that
those departments in charge of world heritage management should give their special atten-
tion to exploring more positive, reasonable and effective ways to provide world heritage
protection with more widely and stronger public support and more plentiful material
guarantee.

The seventh point is to participate more in the research of global strategy and interna-
tional cooperation. The development of China's world heritage career can not be separated
from the big international context. China's high-speed developing general national power,
important position of an ancient civilized country as well as current talents condition and
working foundation determine the fact that China should be in harmony with international
society with a more positive posture. Things should be like this especially in world heritage
field. We should accumulate experiences and encourage talents appear during practical work;
we should engage in the strategy study concerning world heritage in all aspects and infuse

Chinese colleagues' contribution into the development of world heritage undertakings; in



national important interest and focus calling for international attention. Moreover, while
formulating the scheme, more and more deepened recognition of world heritage should be
represented; combined heritage exhibiting human civilization of various places and cultural
tradition should be highlighted; what's more, cultural heritage which is of outstanding uni-
versal value from the perspective of bearing a testimony to the harmony between human
and nature and can be regarded as "living fossil" in the progression of social development
should be attached particular importance. "China's World Heritage Tentative List" will be
modified on the grounds of sufficient comparison analysis and argumentation. This will
serve as one important measure to strengthen and perfect world heritage work under new
circumstances. World heritage sites which are nominated and included in this list must be
considered to meet relevant criteria for inclusion in the "World Heritage List" and must
obtain preliminary approval. Thus, more management responsibility is required and more
normative, more scientific and more self-contained management are demanded as well.

Secondly, talents training and aptitude management. Capacity Building has always
been of more importance than outlay and technology in the world heritage global strategy.
We are in great need of large quantities of protection and management operators who are
with great ambition, familiar with science rules, working with dedication and perseverance,
steadfast to penny-like business and willing to be unknown to public. In order to realize it,
it is required that all different sections in our field offer their positive support and participate
in talents training of various forms and levels; gradually, we can establish and execute the
aptitude system of protection and management for world heritage sites.

Thirdly, propagandistic education. "Punish without education beforehand" has never
been regarded as a good way to eradicate offences against law and discipline. World heri-
tage conservation must be based on and guaranteed by effort paid by governments of all
levels and upgrading civilization level in the whole society. We encourage spreading rel-
evant propagandistic educational activities far and wide and stick to them by virtue of social
forces of various fields. In addition to common knowledge, positive effect and accomplished
achievement of world heritage, the focus of our propagandistic education should be particu-
larly aimed at redounding to building up and strengthening our authenticity and integrality
consciousness, environment consciousness, sight consciousness and treaty consciousness
for world heritage.

Fourthly, establishing a more complete monitoring system. As an essential element of
the world heritage career, monitoring is not only an effective measure to realize the funda-
mental aim of preserving current world heritage enduringly, but also a valid method to
overcome the ill tendency of "Laying stress on registration, making little of management ",
"Thinking much of exploitation, thinking little of Protection " and considering world heri-

tage registration a short-term task. It is required that a complete monitoring system should
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addition, we should participate in international cooperation more actively, including offer-
ing any international aid which is in our power and reciprocal.

- The eighth — setting up an effective coordinate system for protection and management.
The world heritage undertakings in our country relate to almost all layers of social life and
numerous management units are involved in it. It is an objective requirement to set up an
effective coordinate system in order to improve and strengthen the protection and manage-
ment for world heritage. The provisions of establishing a ministry-level joint conference
system concerning world heritage protection and management have set a good example for
this. These provisions have been included in "The Position Paper on Strengthening World
Heritage Protection and Management in China" which was proposed by 9 departments such
as the Ministry of Culture of the People's Republic of China, the Ministry of Construction P.
R. China and the State Administration of Cultural Heritage of the People's Republic of
China etc. and has just been ratified by State Department Office.

The ninth point is to enhance and improve the foundation work of research and archives.
We should make a serious study of peculiar law hidden in the protection and management of
world heritage and dig deeply into the profound connotation of world heritage. We should
set score by building and conservation of archives and should endeavor to completely pre-
serve relevant information involved in the conservation and management of world heritage
by making full use of various advanced technological means. More importantly, we should
devote special attention to absorbing the latest research findings and technological informa-
tion continuously so as to lay solid scientific foundation for further research development.

The last point is to enact and perfect the law and regulations specially stipulated for
world heritage protection and management. The law and regulations concerning world heri-
tage protection and management should primarily conform to relevant domestic law and
regulations and also be linked with International Treaty and protection principles acknowl-
edged internationally. It is quite essential to enact the "Regulations on World Heritage Pro-
tection and Management" as soon as possible, simultaneously, it is also imperative to map
out relevant law and regulations stipulated for each world heritage site. The self-governing
"Regulations on World Heritage Protection and Management" has been established by some
provinces themselves and some world heritage sites have been in possession of their own
specialized management approaches. In spite of this, we should promote the overall devel-
opment and perfection of the relevant work.

Though the above-mentioned 10 missions are formidable and long-term tasks, I fully
believe that as long as we unite together, offer each other mutual support, persist with our
cause, I'm sure we can walk steadily forward, pushing the world heritage undertakings to
new resplendence so as not to fail our generation's historical mission.

(Translator: Liu Hongyan)



