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FOREWORD

Shang is the second dynasty recorded in Chinese history and the first with
written documentation mostly in the form of oracle bone inscriptions (OBI). Since
the 1900s, hundreds of thousands of inscribed bones and shells have been unearthed
in Anyang, Henan and other locations in China. Thus the discovery of OBI
establishes Shang as the first Asian civilization whose existence is supported by both
textual and archeological evidence. Together with Egyptian, Mayan, and Sumerian,
the Shang civilization produced one of the four original and independently invented
writing systems ever recorded in human history. The Shang scholarship not only
plays a pivotal role in bridging the archeological China and the textual China, it is
also of great import to the comparative study of early civilizations.

The last and only international conference on Shang civilization held outside
China was organized by the late Professor Chang Kwang-chih (1931 - 2001) in 1982
in Honolulu, Hawaii. The Honolulu meeting was intended to bridge, in scholarship
and in geography, the East and West and to synthesize available data to yield more
clear pictures of Shang. To honor Chang’s contribution to Shang scholarship and to
rekindle the spirit of Honolulu meeting, an international conference on Shang
civilization was held on November 11-12, 2011 at Rutgers University, New
Brunswick, New Jersey. Twenty two scholars from the East and West gathered in
the University Conference Inn at Rutgers campus to examine and debate subjects
related to Shang civilization. Three scholars, Professors Lin Yun, Takashima, and
Shaughnessy have participated the 1982 Honolulu meeting, and thus symbolically

provided the continuity of the these two conferences.
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Speakers of Rutgers Conference approached various themes from a wide range of
disciplines and vantage points, including archeology, paleography, etymology,
history, astronomy, and cultural studies. This volume contains nineteen papers on a
broad spectrum of topics presented at the Rutgers Conference. The papers are
ordered in the sequence as they were presented in the conference, starting with
Professor Lin Yun's paper, “Some new thoughts on the ‘lagging of the formation of
culture’” and ended with Tang Jigen and He Linyu’s paper on the major archeological
findings at Yinxu, Anyang. Lin’s paper set the tone about how the archeological data
should be applied to re-formulate the thinking of nation, state, and culture. Tang
and He’s paper reminds us all that the best is yet to come and that the raw data
generated from excavation will continue to shape our view of Shang. In between, the
articles can be divided into two groups. The first group takes a microscopic approach
by focusing on single OBI graph to tackle various issues ranging from etymology,
ideology, hunting, to rituals and ceremony. The OBI graphs discussed include he
(Takashima), dun (He, J.), xian (Zhao), fu (Marechal), zhong (Allan, Chu),
zhen (Schwartz), xiang (Shaughnessy), ya (Zhu). The second group takes a
macroscopic approach in tackling issues related to rejoining of oracle shell fragments
(Huang) , kinship (Hwang) ,cosmology (Pankenier), birthing myth (Cook), dating
of Li diviner group (Cao), wine-related rituals (Cook, S. ), institutional connection
between Shang and Zhou (Liu), and authenticity of genealogy inscription (Chen).
Two of the most contentious issues in the OBI field, namely the authenticity of
genealogy inscriptions (Chen, Schwartz) and the dating of Li Diviner Group (Cao)
were addressed. Together, these papers represent a milestone in our long journey
toward better understanding Shang civilization and its place in the origin and
development of Chinese civilization.

We wish to thank the Confucius Institute at Rutgers University for providing
major funding for the conference. We appreciate additional funding from the Office of
the Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and School of Art and Science
Dean’s Office, Department of Asian Languages and Cultures, Department of Art
History and Department of History of Rutgers University. We sincerely thank
Professor Ching-1 Tu, the Director of Confucius Institute at Rutgers, and his able

staff for the support and help in making this conference possible. We also thank Mr.
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Liu Cong-Jian and Ms. Liu Qing of Xianzhuan Publishers for their interest and help
in preparing the manuscripts for publication. Finally, we thank all the conference
speakers, their enthusiastic participation ensured a memorable conference and

hopefully seeded the desire to plan for the next.
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[Abstract] In studying the culture formation of the Erlitou ruins and Early Shang,
Wang Lixin has employed a model called “the lagging of the formation of culture” to
illustrate the relationship between cultural changes as reflected from the unearthed
archeological artifacts and political changes as reflected by dynastic transition. However,
Wang’s proposal has been criticized by Shang Youping. In light of the importance of the
topic to our understanding of the Early China, we will focus on this issue by reviewing

several salient features of the “lagging” model and its application in relating archeological
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data to the three Dynasties, Xia, Shang and Zhou. We argue that the appearance of a stable
and archeologically identifiable culture would always lag behind the change of dynastic
political system and that the controversy stems from the confusion in distinguishing
“archeological” culture from the “dynastic” culture. The dynastic name Xia or Shang
originally represented an alliance of states, with Xia or Shang as the first one among equals.
The so-called dynastic change from Xia to Shang actually represented absorption of new
states and an expansion of alliance circle. Thus the dynastic transition would always be
followed by a process of fusion of different cultural elements, until a “new” culture became
archeologically identifiable. As such, the formation of a new archeologically identifiable

culture would have to occur long after the dynastic transition.
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