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PREFACE

Xu MangYao
President of The Fine Arts College of Shanghai Normal University

At the 1st anniversary of the Fine Arts College of Shanghai Normal University, I'm honored here to present this art
album to you, concerning with our college and the art works created by my colleagues and me.

The Fine Arts College was established on the basis of the Fine Arts Department of Shanghai Normal University. In
the past 30 years, many art talents studied in the Fine Arts Department of the University, which helped the University
gain the reputation in the art field. At the same time, the college has formed its unique art style, traditions and mature
teaching methods. For so many years, it has built an excellent faculty, among whom, there are quite famous artists in
this city. What pleased me most is that more and more artists from other cities started to join us since | was nominat-
ed as the President of the College. They soon demonstrated their talents in art creating the beauty to this city. You will
see and sense all these in this album.

It might be easy to see that although each individual in our team has quite unique style, the development of differ-
ent categories of art is not the same, as well as the creation is not at the same level, there are something in common
in these creations. Say, artists pursue the true expression of life, the ideal of art and beliefs, human concerns, etc. |
think that it is not easy to persist while we are living in a world with so many changes and varieties. What makes me
feel gratified is that our team, as teachers, can guide our students through all these things. It is in this teaching
process that my colleagues and myself see the value and meaning of our work.

As facing the future, | hope that we can do much better than the past as well as the present.
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ERRNBLANEESR. NERAMOESERFTIBNFASRBNRERE. A LAMFRIANRER. FRATR
HEBERRS—EHRNAS ERMHR, MESHALEGERT), BEAAERARESD EHRBRES PR IWET
BHBINERNETTEE, AHFENESBPEBR0MLKR. Z4EHCERX/A\M, BEEREFT7. FAEHRIIARE
BE EYE BEEREFTY, RARXLUNAEHRER. FALERAZBRITAFTRAENBLA RS REHRNE
MROES.

KA ERELHEAREETEERMEAMITRIERIM (M. Avigdor ARKHA) ZEMAXERFH, "RAW FERBHIE
MERER HRMEEHNELE BRARRXEI®ZTE. i HE 2% B% "2 #®ERRE . AIFLERE
BMA, FEEEHAZES, RAMELAONRERE. RRERE BAM AXRE, EHET. HUE - SRE (M Jean
Cocteau) i, “SRAEMHALLEESETHRNT. BA, SLEUHATTFEEE BHSLEAME K HMEEBRLHN
RHEEE, RZBHREN. BB LEEAHRSRN, mARMBEEA.

XU Mangyao was born in Shanghai in 1945. After obtaining his master degree on Oil—Painting from Central

Academy of Fine Arts in 1980, he was given a position as the professor of the Oil—Painting Department. Since 1999 6 he has
been appointed as the dean of the Fine Arts College of Shanghai Normal University. Meanwhile, he is also the member of the
International Arts Association and the secretary—general of Worldwide Chinese Plastic Arts Organization, as well as the artist

who enjoys the special allowance from the State Council.

Sentiments .

Dadaism was scrabbling different things up in their paintings while The Happening Movement in 1960s was trying to take the
natural development of things as the art works, Since that, some of the art forms have given up the traditional expressing way
and turned to the so—called Installation Art and Performance Art. Being the layperson of such kind of arts, the only thing | can
do with them is just watching and listening.

| love painting and love to observe and think this world through the visual ways. Therefore, | had geat respect toward the
result of my seeing through my own eyes|

In my mind, adoptability of the traditional expressing way of art is not the simple repetition of the classicism. It should
involve the artist's own thinking and observation to his surroundings and all these thinking and observations are all from the
aspects that the classicism had never put their feet on. There are some artists in this world, but not all, can deeply dig out
the ignored parts of visual arts by normal people. The western art has developed for 20 Centuwries and never ends the contention
among different arts branches. All the existing arts forms has been a part of the past. The task faced by the contemporary
artists is to find or create the new art foom from the cultural way.

Just as M. Avigdor Arikha said in his article; Modernity will not be created but be experienced. It is experienced by us
unconsciously . therefore, we can only notice its existence after our experience with it.

However Vogue is not to be experienced but to be obeyed. Those freakish persons always follow and imitate all the popular
things in the society without questioning it. This is completely wrong. As M. Jean Cocteau pointed out that nothing can
change Voguer than fashion. Obviously, these freakish persons will be at a loss soon because they can never follow the steps
of the Vogue no matter how hard they try.

Honestly  my view is that the art is a very serious thing and cannot be treated as some silly or funny games|
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